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“The aim of the critical load approach is that pollutant
emission reductions should be negotiated on the basis
of the effects of air pollutants, rather than choosing an
equal percentage emission reduction for all countries
involved. The goal is to reduce, in a cost-effective man-
ner and wherever possible, emissions of pollutant sub-
stances to levels where, ultimately, critical loads are not
exceeded.”

source: Gough et al. 1997



“the concept was virtually
revolutionary in diplomacy because it assigned differen-
tial national obligations based on the carrying capacity of
vulnerable ecosystems rather than a politically equitable
(and arbitrary) emission cut.”

[Taas Mand McCabe. 2001
source: Siebenhuner 2002
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rainfall monitoring stations
bulk and wet [1991-2009+]
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