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	The name and address of the notifier


	BASF Plant Science GmbH

Carl-Bosch-Straße 38

D-67056 Ludwigshafen

Germany



	Notification Ref. No. 


	B/IE/06/01

	GMO Register No.


	208

	The location (including, where necessary, the name of townland or townlands) of a deliberate release proposed under, or granted consent in accordance with, Part II of the GMO (Deliberate Release) Regulations 2003, S.I. No. 500 of 2003-Part B release or field trial 


	Arodstown,

Summerhill, 

Co Meath

	The date or dates of a Deliberate Release


	The genetically modified (GM) potato lines are planned to be released from April to October in the years 2006 to 2010 with planting taking place during April/May and harvesting in October of each year, pending consent from the Environmental Protection Agency.

BASF informed the Agency on 22nd May 2006, that they would not be planting GM potato tubers during the 2006 planting season. 



	The description and intended uses of each GMO involved 


	Three cultivar/breeding lines namely P698, P835 and  P880 were transformed using the Agrobacterium tumefaciens transformation system with binary vectors, VCPMA16 and VCPMA19. A total of 380 transformed lines were selected following transformation. 

The GM potatoes lines in particular contain the following sequences: 

· inserted resistance genes Rpi-blb1 and Rpi-blb2. These genes are derived from Solanum bulbocastanum (a wild potato species from Mexico with high levels of resistance against late blight) and they confer improved resistance to Phytophthora infestans - the potato blight fungus;  and ,

· introduced ahas gene which originates from Arabidopsis thaliana  (commonly known as thale cress or mouse-ear cress, a small flowering plant related to cabbage and mustard) and confers tolerance to Imidazolinone herbicides. This is a selectable marker gene to identify transgenic cells in tissue culture and no field tolerance is expected in the potato plants.

Out of the 380 different GM potato events approximately 320 individual events will be selected for planting in the first year of the release (2006). Per event approx. 40 plants will be planted in 2006, pending consent from the Agency. In the following years the number of individual GM events for planting will be reduced to approximately 50 in 2007 and to 5 in 2008, whereas the number of plants per event will increase.



	The purpose of the deliberate release 


	The specific purpose of this trial is to evaluate the genetically modified potato lines for improved resistance to Phytophthora infestans - the potato blight fungus.

In addition this trial proposes to 

· compile data on agronomical performance and environmental effects, 

· collect plant material for further analyses, and 

· generate seed tubers.



	The date of receipt of a notification or amended notification


	13/01/2006

	The date of publication of a notice under article 15(1) 


	26/1/2006

	The number of representations, if any, received under article 16(1)

 
	
See Footnote

96 (as of 5pm 22/02/2006)

	The date of any request by the Agency for further information 


	(1) 18/01/2006

(2) 23/01/2006

(3) 24/01/2006

(4) 13/02/2006

(5) 13/03/2006



	The date of receipt by the Agency of any information  


	(1) 23/01/2006

(2) 24/01/2006

(3) 31/01/2006

(4) 24/02/2006

(5) 22/03/2006

	The date of receipt, or the date on which the Agency otherwise became aware, of any information or any other matter referred to in article 22(1) 

 
	

	The date of any exercise by the Agency of its powers under article 22(1) 


	

	The date and nature of any decision by the Commission of the European Communities under Article 18 (1) or 23(2) of the Directive


	

	The date of withdrawal of a notification or an amended notification 


	

	The date and nature of the decision by the Agency on a notification or an amended notification
	4th May 2006

Consent granted with conditions 


� The 28 day period for the making of representations will commence on 26/1/2006 and will end at 5pm on 22nd February 2006.
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