
Site Visit Report

The site visit process is a sample on a particular day of an installation's compliance with some of its licence 
conditions.  Where non-compliance against a particular condition has not been reported, this should not be construed 
to mean that there is full compliance with that condition of the licence.

Instructions and actions arising from the visit shall be addressed, or where applicable noted, by the licensee in order 
to ensure compliance, to improve the environmental performance of the installation and to provide clarification on 
certain issues.

The licensee shall take the actions specified to close out the non-compliances and observations raised in this Site 
Visit Report.

Licensee

Name of Installation Dublin Waste to Energy

Licensee Dublin Waste to Energy Limited

Licence Register No. W0232-01

CRO Number 399060

Site Address Pigeon House Road, Poolbeg Peninsula, Dublin 4, Dublin

Site Visit Reference No. SV12607

Report Detail

Issue Date 09/10/2017

Prepared By Victor Olmos

Site Visit Detail

Date Of Inspection 20/09/2017 Announced No

Time In 15:25 Time Out 17:25

Agency Personnel On Site Victor Olmos

Licensee Personnel and Role Mark Heffernan, Environmental Manager
Chuck Davis, Continuous Emissions Monitoring System (CEMS) Coordinator
Yatte Tchimou, Tecora Representative

Photo Taken No Samples Taken No Video Taken No

Odour Assessment No
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Scope

The purpose of the visit was to evaluate the commissioning and performance of the Tecora continuous dioxins 
samplers at emission points Ref. Nos. A2-1 and A2-2 (twin stack emission points). The purpose of this report is to 
present the findings of the visit.

Media

The following media were inspected during the site visit:

• Air.

Site Areas Inspected

The following areas were inspected during the site visit:

• Air monitoring platforms servicing licensed emission points Ref. Nos. A2-1 and A2-2 (twin stack emission 
points);

• Continuous Emission Monitoring Sytems (CEMS) hut.

Documents Inspected

The following recordings were evaluated at the time of the site visit:

• QAL3 charts
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1. Site Specific Issues

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.1 Dioxins monitoring Checked 6.7 No Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

On the day of the visit the licensee was conducting a short term dioxins test for 40 hours. The purpose of 
this test was to sample dioxins in parallel using on-site automated continuous samplers and portable 
samplers operated by monitoring contractors in order to assess the agreement between both 
methodologies. Both tests we carried out using a single sampling point, this is a deviation from EN 1948-
1:2006 Stationary source emissions — Determination of the mass concentration of PCDDs/PCDFs and 
dioxin-like PCBs — Part 1: Sampling of PCDDs/PCDFs Standard as periodic dioxins monitoring using 
portable equipment must be carried out at several sampling points following a grid pattern.

Corrective action required: The licensee shall ensure that all testing used for compliance purposes is 
carried out in accordance with relevant standards.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.2 On-site dioxins samplers sampling trains Checked 6.7 No Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

During the 40 hours dioxins tests, the sampling trains of the on-site automated continuous dioxins samplers 
sampling trains were temporarily modified to allow the collection of condensate samples. These liquid 
samples would be sent for analysis along with the regular sampling media (filters and XAD2 traps) to 
demonstrate that less than 5% of the total dioxins are found in the condensate.

The sampling trains of the on-site automated continuous dioxins samplers were leak tested after the 
temporary modification for the condensate collection and before the commencement of the test. The 
duration of the test, 40 hours, required the operator to change the condensate containers as they got full. 
The sampling trains were not leak tested after each container change and the sampling trains could be 
compromised, producing an undetectable leak and leading to result underestimation.

Chiller units are used as part of the sampling train arrangements to cool down the sample gas before it 
passes through the XAD2 trap. A thermocouple is installed at the bottom of the condensation column and 
before the XAD2 trap and the temperature is monitored by the dioxins sampler control unit, however this 
thermocouple is not in direct contact with the sample gas but the glassware of the sampling train.

Corrective actions required: The licensee shall emsure that the thermocouple is correctly placed for future 
monitoring events.

The velocity readings were inspected from the CEMS hut during the site visit. In a spotcheck it was noted 
that the velocity at Line 2 measured  by the CEMS was 17.0 m/s whereas the velocity measured by the 
dioxins sampler unit was 14.8 m/s.

Corrective actions required: The licensee shall clarify the reason for the disagreement between the two 
velocity monitor instruments.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.3 QAL3 records Checked 6.7 No Yes

Comment / Corrective Action
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The last QAL3 records were inspected during the site visit. The following issues were observed:

1. A different number of records at zero and span level are performed as per the licensee's QAL3 
procedure;

2. A few of the readings exceeded the alarm levels of the Shewhart charts;
3. The Shewhart charts do not display the date of the QAL3 event, rather the sequence number of the 

event. A separate table lists the dates for each event, however there is an offset in the list sequence. 
The first record in the chart is labelled as 0 whereas the first record in the table is labelled as 1. 
There is no direct correspondence between the event records.

Corrective actions required: The licensee shall submit the following to the EPA by 20/10/2017:

1. The QAL3 procedure;
2. The QAL3 September records for all units and for all parameters;
3. Certificates for the gas cylinders used for zero and span checks for all parameters.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.4 Contractors monitoring Checked 6.7 No Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

The air monitoring contractor's sampling train was inspected during the site visit. It was observed that the 
following items had labels indicating that the instrument was out of calibration:

• ServiMax O2 analyser CAT24.9
• Heated filter housing CAT12.53

Corrective actions required: The licensee shall submit the latest calibration certificates of the above items to 
demonstrate that the instruments were within calibration on the day of the monitoring.
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Summary

The on-site dioxins continuous analysers were in operation and inspected during the site visit.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 

You are required to complete the instructions and actions, as outlined in this report, within the specified timeframe.  
Where required, you shall respond to actions specified in Compliance Investigations within the required 
timeframe.The licensee shall maintain documentary evidence, for review by the EPA, that the prescribed corrective 
actions were completed within the required timeframe.

(i)            Compliance Investigations

You are not required to respond directly to items contained in this EPA site visit report; where an issue requires a 
direct response, the EPA will generate a Compliance Investigation through the EDEN system. You will receive 
notification when a Compliance Investigation instruction or action is generated. 

(ii)           Publication of reports and licensee response.

Please note that this Site Visit Report will be made available for public viewing via the EPA’s Licence Enforcement 
Access Portal within one day of the issue date and will be published on the Licence Details Page of the EPA’s 
website, www.epa.ie, that relates to your licence 60 calendar days after the issue date.

You may if you choose submit, within 45 calendar days of the issue date of this Site Visit Report, a Licensee Public 
Response that will be published alongside the Site Visit Report. This Response, should you wish to avail of it, 
provides you with an opportunity to inform the public about how you are implementing the actions set out in the 
report, activities underway, timescales and target completion dates. Please be aware that the content of your 
Licensee Public Response must be factual and should not breach the EPAs stated online publication standards.

If you wish to submit a Licensee Public Response to an EPA Site Visit Report, you should do this by clicking on the 
‘Make a Response’ link on the Site Visits page in EDEN. A .pdf document containing your response can be attached 
and submitted from here. 

(iii)          Response to Site visit report

Where you do wish to respond directly to a site visit report, you should do this by generating a ‘Licensee Return’ of 
the type ‘Site Updates/Notifications’ and the sub-type ‘Response to EPA Report’ in EDEN. 

Please note that you are required to comply with the conditions of your licence at all times, and where 
noncompliance occurs you must restore compliance within the shortest possible time. These actions will be verified 
during subsequent EPA visits.

Please quote the above Inspection Reference Number in any future correspondence in relation to this Report.
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