
Site Visit Report

The site visit process is a sample on a particular day of an installation's compliance with some of its licence 
conditions.  Where non-compliance against a particular condition has not been reported, this should not be construed 
to mean that there is full compliance with that condition of the licence.

Instructions and actions arising from the visit shall be addressed, or where applicable noted, by the licensee in order 
to ensure compliance, to improve the environmental performance of the installation and to provide clarification on 
certain issues.

The licensee shall take the actions specified to close out the non-compliances and observations raised in this Site 
Visit Report.

Licensee

Name of Installation North Wall Quay Extension in the River Liffey Channel

Licensee Dublin Port Company

Licence Register No. S0024-01

CRO Number 262367

Site Address North Wall Quay Extension in the River Liffey Channel, Dublin

Site Visit Reference No. SV22195

Report Detail

Issue Date 05/02/2021

Prepared By Jose Alonso

Site Visit Detail

Date Of Inspection 21/01/2021

Time In 14:00 Time Out 16:05

EPA Inspector(s) Jose Alonso

Thomas Wallace

Additional Visitors

Licensee Personnel and Role Eamon McElroy- Port Engineer
Alan Barr- RPS
Anthony McNally- RPS
Richard Cope- Boskalis 
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1. Site Specific Issues

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.1 Logging of information during each 
dumping voyage

Checked 3.10 Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

The loading and dumping information required under condition 3.10 is recorded on different sheets (daily 
reports and loading and dumping track plots for each trip).The track plots showing the loading areas and 
dumping sites and the tracking of the vessel during loading and dumping activities appear to be recorded in 
Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM). The location/ boundary of both the loading area and dumping site 
in Schedules A.2 and A.3 of the permit are provided in latitude and longitude.

Action required

Clarify by 19/02/21, via return on EDEN, whether it is possible to provide coordinates in future track plots in 
latitude and longitude.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

Site Areas Inspected

Not Applicable (EPA remote compliance assessment)

Documents Inspected

The following documents were inspected:

• Season 4 loading areas maps;
• Maps showing the location of monitoring buoys;
• Complaint Records;
• Bathymetric survey drawings;
• Loading and dumping logs;
• Loading and dumping track plots;
• Records of Quantities of Dredge material dumped at Sea during Season 4 campaign;
• Marine Mammal Observers (MMO) monitoring records;
• Water quality monitoring readings from monitoring buoys;
• Project Emergency Plan and emergency contact details (submitted subsequent to the remote compliance 

assessment), and
• Response to request for additional information on water quality trigger levels (submitted subsequent to the 

remote compliance assessment).

Summary

The Agency conducted a remote compliance assessment as part of the EPA's annual site visit programme to 
evaluate the permit holder’s compliance with the requirements of the Dumping at Sea permit. No non compliances 
were raised during the remote compliance assessment. Observations were raised relating to logging of loading and 
dumping activities, submission of bathymetric surveys, the off-shore monitoring buoys and the emergency response 
procedure which will require actions to be taken by the permit holder, as specified in the report.
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1.2 Bathymetric surveys Checked 4.6 Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

An interim bathymetric survey at the loading area was completed on 20/01/21 and a drawing showing the 
level/ depths differences pre-and post- loading was provided as part of the remote compliance assessment. 
The permit holder indicated that a drawing showing the difference in levels pre- and post- dumping may be 
completed, as done with the loading bathymetric survey.

Action required

Submit, as part of the Annual Environmental Report 2020, the post-loading and dumping bathymetric 
surveys and a drawing showing the level/ depth difference between the pre- and post- bathymetric surveys.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.3 Water quality monitoring buoys Checked 4.9.1 Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

The permit holder has advised that the offshore monitoring buoys will be removed one month after the 
completion of the last dumping campaign, which is expected to be completed at the end of February 2021.

Action required

Notify of the removal of the offshore buoys via return on EDEN, within one week of the buoys being 
removed.

Answer Condition 
Number

Non 
Compliance

Observation

1.4 Emergency Response Procedure Checked 5.4 Yes

Comment / Corrective Action

The emergency contact list does not contain contact details for the Agency and other relevant authorities as 
required by the permit. 

Action required

Ensure that the emergency response procedure / project emergency plan include the requirement to notify 
the Agency and other relevant bodies as required by the permit.

Site Visit Report - SV22195 - Dublin Port Company           Page 3 of 4



FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 

You are required to complete the instructions and actions, as outlined in this report, within the specified timeframe.  
Where required, you shall respond to actions specified in Compliance Investigations within the required 
timeframe.The licensee shall maintain documentary evidence, for review by the EPA, that the prescribed corrective 
actions were completed within the required timeframe.

 (i)            Compliance Investigations

You are not required to respond directly to items contained in this EPA site visit report; where an issue requires a 
direct response, the EPA will generate a Compliance Investigation through the EDEN system. You will receive 
notification when a Compliance Investigation instruction or action is generated. 

(ii)           Publication of reports and licensee response.

Please note that this Site Visit Report will be made available for public viewing via the EPA’s Licence Enforcement 
Access Portal within one day of the issue date and will be published on the Licence Details Page of the EPA’s 
website, www.epa.ie, that relates to your licence 60 calendar days after the issue date.

You may if you choose submit, within 45 calendar days of the issue date of this Site Visit Report, a Licensee Public 
Response that will be published alongside the Site Visit Report. This Response, should you wish to avail of it, 
provides you with an opportunity to inform the public about how you are implementing the actions set out in the 
report, activities underway, timescales and target completion dates. Please be aware that the content of your 
Licensee Public Response must be factual and should not breach the EPAs stated online publication standards.

If you wish to submit a Licensee Public Response to an EPA Site Visit Report, you should do this by clicking on the 
‘Make a Response’ link on the Site Visits page in EDEN. A .pdf document containing your response can be attached 
and submitted from here. 

(iii)          Response to Site visit report

Where you do wish to respond directly to a site visit report, you should do this by generating a ‘Licensee Return’ of 
the type ‘Site Updates/Notifications’ and the sub-type ‘Response to EPA Report’ in EDEN. 

Please note that you are required to comply with the conditions of your licence at all times, and where 
noncompliance occurs you must restore compliance within the shortest possible time. These actions will be verified 
during subsequent EPA visits.

Please quote the above Inspection Reference Number in any future correspondence in relation to this Report.
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