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Téa sé i measc na ndushlan comhshaoil is mé in Eirinn inniu feabhas a chur ar an reachtaiocht i
leith an chomhshaoil. Minigh do na daltai go bhfuil dlithe in Eirinn agus san AE at& ann chun an
comhshaol a chaomhnu. Spreagann an Ghniomhaireacht um Chaomhnu Comhshaoil dacine
aonair agus gnéluchtai chun dea-chleachtais i leith an chomhshaoil a shniomh isteach ina
ngniomhaiochtai, d’fhonn truaillid comhshaoil a chosc. | gcas go dtarlaionn truaillid, is féidir leis
an nGniomhaireacht um Chaomhni Comhshaoil (EPA) an dli a chur ar an lucht truaillithe, idir

dhaoine agus ghnoluchtai.

Torthai Foghlama

Déanfaidh na daltai na rudai seo a leanas:

e Tuigfidh na daltai go bhfuil dlithe cosanta ar gcomhshaoil ann agus tuigfidh siad go

ngearrtar piondis ar dhaoine as na dlithe sin a bhriseadh.

Gniomhaiochtai

e Minigh do na daltai go bhfuil dlithe in Eirinn agus san AE ata ann chun an comhshaol a
chaomhnu. Faigh eolas ar shuiomh idirlin www.epa.ie maidir le cionta agus le
hionchuisimh i do cheantar féin.

agus/né

e Priontail na gearrthdga nuachtain thios agus iarr ar na daltai dul ag obair i bpéiri né i

ngrupai beaga chun samplai de na nithe seo a leanas a aimsiu iontu:
o Cion (briseadh dli)
o DIi n6 rialachan comhshaoil

o Piondis as na dlithe a bhriseadh
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Cuir piondis agus cionta i gcomparaid lena chéile, déan plé ar a chothroime is a bhi siad, dar

leatsa, ar na fathanna a mbionn piondis nios troime na a chéile? Cad iad na piondis is éifeachtai,

dar leis an rang?

Limerick Independent PRESS: Finealacha as bladhm loiscthe dramhaiola suas le €3,000
21-Deireadh Fémhair-2009

Clare Champion PRESS: Ordu ar Finsa €18,000 a ioc don EPA 02- Deireadh Fémhair -
2009

Irish Examiner PRESS: Molann EPA lucht truaillithe a ainmnit agus a nairia 09-1il-2009

Weekender PRESS: Finealacha troma leagtha ar dhaoine a dhéanann dumpail go
midhleathach 17- Deireadh Fémhair -2009
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Fines for burning
waste flare up
to €3,000

Rachaal Finucaneg

rhsuconstiimerick ndepsndent.com
LIMERICK penple whio use
banfires o fireplaoes to dis-
s of household waste or
harardms waste in the mim
up to Flalloween could face
fines of £5.000 ander new

regulations.

Mow regulati Hlish
in July 2005 have strength-
enind the Taw agalnst back-
and the buming of house-
hodd waste is prohibited
unless vou have o waste li-

CEnOE.

meerials for use in bondires,
the Environmental Proter-
tion Agency (EPAD wamts to
remind peophe that anyone

alike amd should be o safi
experienoe. It should nt be

e o canse by laun

hmehold and  hamedows
wuste that has built up”.
“Froblems that oan arise
from  bomfires  include
mmaoke that is petentially
tnorie, hurnrdous mihetanecs
that can explode ad canse
injary and groand and wa-
ter polbution fream the ashes
of the fire, Burning waste
in fireplaces, which causes
o release of diocine, has the
atlded danger of increasing
the chanees of a chimney
fire,” he melded.

This April, Limerick City

oonneillors condemned the .
practioe af bnilding honfires
5 “damgercais, eostly and an
e fior illegal dumping™.
For more infiemation on
the regulstions, see www
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Finsa ordered to pay €18,000 to EPA

AN East Clare chipboard factory has
been ordered to p&;{ the Environ-
mental Protection Agency €18,000
plus costs after it admitted breach-
ing its pollution prevention and
control licence on six dates between
April 2007 and February 2008.
...Finsa Forest Products ‘Ltd, Scai
‘itf were sentenicéd at Ennis’ Circuit’
Criminal Court® on ‘Monday ‘in re-
lation to six charges of failing to
comply with condition 5(1). of the
Integrated Pollution Prevention and
Control Licence, which was granted
to them on June 16, 2006. The dates
of the offences occurred on April 26,
2007; May 21,2007; August 29, 2007;
September 27, 2007, December 14,
2007 and February 27, 2008.

Dearbhal Devaney, an inspector
with the Enivironmental Protection
Agency’s enforcement department,
explained to the court that the li-
cence issued to the company regu-
lates discharges into the air, water
and waste discharges. As part of the
licence, there are limits for emis-
sions. to air, and it was under this
regulation where the difficulty arose
with Finsa.

Ms Devaney stated that the emis-

sions to air are measured at the out-
flow point, in this case at the com-
pany’s chimney stack, and explained
that this output is measured monthl
by the company in accordance wit]
the licence.

She outlined that in 2003, a revised
,{ it ‘was'isstied under' new legisla-
‘tion and thi ired that20ml per
‘metre cubed

with respect of emissions to-air.

‘ment that would be able to reduce

d come into effect’

A period of time was given to the
company to reduce its emissions and
during this time, a limit of 125ml per
metre cubed would apply up until
January 1, 2007 until they could get
equipment to aid the reduction of
their emissions to the new limit.

She told the court that on the
.dates in question, emission levels
ranged from 125.9ml per metres
cubed and 52ml per metre cubed at
a time when the levels should have
been down to the limit of 20ml per
metre cubed.

In reviewing the licence, Ms Dev-
aney said it had been brought to the
EPA’s attention that due to finan-
cial reasons, the company did not
purchase the necessary e%uipment
to reduce the emissions to 20ml/m3.

Finsa had also proposed a change in
;l,agir limit from 20ml/m3 to S0ml/

Mr Pat Horgan, the plant manager
at Finsa outlined that in 2003, the
company made an offer for equip-

this equipment “there was a prob-
lem” and it emerged that the tech-
nology would not operate where
heavy fuel oil was being used.

Following this, Mr Horgan said
the company began to engage with
a Canadian firm whose technology
would guarantee an emissions level
of 50ml/m3 but could not guarantee
the 20ml/m3 limit required.

ver,in'2008 was €34 mill
‘there wasnio profit made i that-year:

EPA fed
ud that in' 2006
y went to purchase

At this point, they asked the EPA
for their licence to be changed and
stressed that they could only put this
new technok:fy, guaranteeing S0ml/
m3 in place if they had the permis-
sion of the EPA. ...

Addressing the company’s ability
to pay, Michael O’Rourke, finance
administrator with Finsa Forest
Products, outlined that the company
has “been having difficulty since last

November”,

He explained that the company
now employed 114 local workers
and that 41 jobs had been lost due
to the downturn. Mr O’Rourke said
the 1curre51:h paytxl?ll is €4 mil}ion and
explained that the company’s turno-

“itlion, that

a loss 0f €4'million, ~ " ¥

However, he explained that 2007
had been the best year the company
ever had, and it had made €3 million
in profit that year.

The court heard that a District
Court Judge had declined juris-
diction in the case and that the
maximum fine on each count of the
charges in the District Court would
have been €3,000. The fine in each
case in the Circuit Court was €15
million per count. o )

Judge Moran imposed the maxi-
mum District Court fine of €3,000
on each of the six counts before
the court as well as awarding costs
of €4,428 and gave the company
a month to pay this money to the
EPA.

and that the company | ained
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EPA calls for polluters to be named and shamed

by Scott Millar

Protection .P.Fm.'r has rec-

ommended.

Its repart. pu m-
used ﬂlhﬂ' eotintrlds to
enforce environmental law
witlsut resont Lo criniceal
ar civil coorss, It oudined
a nuomber of messures

Ireland, These include;
W Mame and :hlm.u nr

publicity  orders;
ﬂqmring the pub]:l:inl of
environmental conse-
ijmm and penaltes.
Enforcement  ondertak-
Writen undertakings
Eprm:d  the harm done
that can be enforceable in

court.
.i“““'p.,.‘:i.,'f“'“‘ .
Y o

for _the
In'u:h on the spot fnes

Enforcement, Dara Lynodt,
aafd: “Mew etvironmental
legislation and the natwre
of flegal actvity requires
an incre sophisticat-
ed lnd'mh enforre-
mem]ire!pame to  attain
S Acieraive  ane-
dons hn: the potential o
put .enmnmut

posdon  te ruth:li their

se to the realities of
‘ﬂm This report
contribute  positively
mﬂmd:hmﬁnu.tbmr

of the

m W Lavo
med Labour
ﬂ:wlmmnm: spokespers

som, Joanna
*Snmn enoaeila lawe e

sanchons  wers o be
miroduced.
Thﬂ!umdﬂ.daﬂﬂﬁlnli—

against a sanction
m protection of the
W‘Ill-'ﬂ.tll’."lol'l.ill rights of the
individual.
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lllegal dumpers are
hit with hefty fines

MEATH COUNTY Council has been
successtul in securing convic-
tions against a number of offend-
ers who were caught on CCTV
dumping lllegally at a Bring
Centre  (bottle bank) in

Ashbourne.

Ag Navan District Coart list week Judpe
Tom Fiteparick imposed fines amouming o
= | (WM plus costs of &1, 000 agninst & namber
of affenders in relation o & number of inci-
demz mn Dolober 2008 amd February and
March, 2004,

Judge Flzpearick alse fined a namber of
offenders for illegal dumping oo rosdsides
Ihﬁmmm the county. Theie olfenders wers
lned amounts of up o € LK, with costs of
1,400

These are 40 bring centres throuphom Co.
Meath and wsers, in general, corry oat their
recycling im 2 proper mamnzr, Howewer, &
nurber of users leave peckapmg, plasbe bags,
boxes, contaimers, bags of rubbsh, ew. adja-
cent i the borile banks. This 15 a breach of the
Litter Polluison Acts 199T-2003, There are
stpnd oo desplay al brng centres advising lhe
pulbnls: thar ke containers are specifically for
plass and alumantum cans. Users are advised 10
take home all bags, bozes, etc. of face the pos-
sihility of a livier fine or prosecution in the
Corts urder the Liller Acis.

ozcr Brady, Bnvircomonmal Awareness
Officer. weleomed the suppont of the couns
service im encouraging & respoct for the envi-
ranment and a responsibility for proper dispos-
al of wisbe,

“Each imdividual has a pant to play in main-
iming & cheam and liner-free envirmnment for
aur residerts and visitors alike” he zaid.
“Litter and illegal dumping i= 2 major problem
that has & damaging effect om our environment
and s & serious drain on o escurces, !udg:
Fitzpstrick commended the civic sparit of a
member of ibe public in reporting illegal
dumping and beang prepaned to attend in coun
and provide evidence. Memb Coumy Council
also webcomes the suppon of the pehlic im
repoeting illegal dumpang and siceding m
gnrt.

"Individeals snd communiises are enconr-

apged to take more responsibility for theer local

enviranment, which includes proper treatment

of limer and rubhish. legal dumpang will con- l
tinwe e be monitored by Meath Counly .
Coupcil’s Enforeement Officers and COCTV / \
aperationg,
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