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Unit 7: Enforcement

One of the key environmental challenges in Ireland today is to improve enforcement of
environmental laws. Explain to students that in Ireland and in the EU there are laws to protect the
environment. The Environmental Protection Agency encourages individuals and businesses to
make good environmental practices part of their activities to prevent environmental pollution.

Where pollution does occur the EPA can prosecute the people and companies responsible.

Outcomes
Students will:

¢ Understand that there are laws to protect our environment and penalties for breaking

these laws.

Activities

o Explain to students that in Ireland and in the EU there are laws to protect the environment.
Look on the www.epa.ie website and find out about offences and prosecutions in your

area
and/or

e Print the press cuttings below and ask students to work in pairs or small groups to give

examples of the following from the piece:
o An offence (breaking the law)
o An environmental law or regulation
o Penalties for breaking the law

Compare penalties and offences, discuss whether they seem fair, why are some penalties greater

than others? What does the class consider the most effective penalties?

e Limerick Independent PRESS Fines for burning waste flare up to €3,000: 21-Oct-2009
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INTEGRATION & ENFORCEMENT

e Clare Champion PRESS Finsa ordered to pay €18,000 to EPA: 02-Oct-2009

e Irish Examiner PRESS EPA calls for polluters to be named and shamed: 09-Jul-2009

e Weekender PRESS lllegal dumpers are hit with hefty fines 17-Oct-2009
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Headline: Finsa ordered to pay €18,000 to EPA

Finsa ordered to pay €18,000 to EPA

AN East Clare chipboard factory has
been ordered to p&;{ the Environ-
mental Protection Agency €18,000
plus costs after it admitted breach-
ing its pollution prevention and
control licence on six dates between
April 2007 and February 2008.
...Finsa Forest Products ‘Ltd, Scai
‘itf ‘were sentenicéd at Ennis’ Circuit’
Criminal Court® on ‘Monday ‘in re-
lation to six charges of failing to
comply with condition 5(1). of the
Integrated Pollution Prevention and
Control Licence, which was granted
to them on June 16, 2006. The dates
of the offences occurred on April 26,
2007; May 21,2007; August 29, 2007;
September 27, 2007, December 14,
2007 and February 27, 2008.

Dearbhal Devaney, an inspector
with the Enivironmental Protection
Agency’s enforcement department,
explained to the court that the li-
cence issued to the company regu-
lates discharges into the air, water
and waste discharges. As part of the
licence, there are limits for emis-
sions. to air, and it was under this
regulation where the difficulty arose
with Finsa.

Ms Devaney stated that the emis-

sions to air are measured at the out-
flow point, in this case at the com-
pany’s chimney stack, and explained
that this output is measured monthl
by the company in accordance wit]
the licence.

She outlined that in 2003, a revised
,{ it ‘was'isstied undér' new legisla-
‘tion and thi ired that20ml per
‘metre cubed

with respect of emissions to-air.

‘ment that would be able to reduce

d come into effect’

A period of time was given to the
company to reduce its emissions and
during this time, a limit of 125ml per
metre cubed would apply up until
January 1, 2007 until they could get
equipment to aid the reduction of
their emissions to the new limit.

She told the court that on the
.dates in question, emission levels
ranged from 125.9ml per metres
cubed and 52ml per metre cubed at
a time when the levels should have
been down to the limit of 20ml per
metre cubed.

In reviewing the licence, Ms Dev-
aney said it had been brought to the
EPA’s attention that due to finan-
cial reasons, the company did not
purchase the necessary e%uipment
to reduce the emissions to 20ml/m3.

Finsa had also proposed a change in
;l,agir limit from 20ml/m3 to S0ml/

Mr Pat Horgan, the plant manager
at Finsa outlined that in 2003, the
company made an offer for equip-

this equipment “there was a prob-
lem” and it emerged that the tech-
nology would not operate where
heavy fuel oil was being used.

Following this, Mr Horgan said
the company began to engage with
a Canadian firm whose technology
would guarantee an emissions level
of 50ml/m3 but could not guarantee
the 20ml/m3 limit required.

ver,in'2008 was €34 mill
‘there wasno profit made i that-year:

EPA fed
id that in' 2006
y went to purchase

At this point, they asked the EPA
for their licence to be changed and
stressed that they could only put this
new technok:fy, guaranteeing S0ml/
m3 in place if they had the permis-
sion of the EPA. ...

Addressing the company’s ability
to pay, Michael O’Rourke, finance
administrator with Finsa Forest
Products, outlined that the company
has “been having difficulty since last

November”,

He explained that the company
now employed 114 local workers
and that 41 jobs had been lost due
to the downturn. Mr O’Rourke said
the 1curre51:h paytxl?ll is €4 mil}ion and
explained that the company’s turno-

“itlion, that

a loss 0f €4'million, ~ " ¥

However, he explained that 2007
had been the best year the company
ever had, and it had made €3 million
in profit that year.

The court heard that a District
Court Judge had declined juris-
diction in the case and that the
maximum fine on each count of the
charges in the District Court would
have been €3,000. The fine in each
case in the Circuit Court was €15
million per count. o )

Judge Moran imposed the maxi-
mum District Court fine of €3,000
on each of the six counts before
the court as well as awarding costs
of €4,428 and gave the company
a month to pay this money to the
EPA.

and that the company | ained
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Fines for burning
waste flare up
to €3,000

Rachael Finucane
rhinucane@limerickindependent.com

LIMERICK people who use
bonfires or fireplaces to dis-
pose of household waste or
hazardous waste in the run
up to Halloween could face
fines of €3,000 under new
regulations.

New regulations established
in July 2009 have strength-
ened the law against back-
yard and fireplace burning
and the burning of house-
hold waste is prohibited
unless you have a waste li-
cence.

‘With many people collecting
materials for use in bonfires,
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) wants to
remind people that anyone
collecting household waste
“Is required to carry a Waste
Collection Permit”.

Dara Lynott, Director of
the EPASs Office of Environ-
mental Enforcement said
that: “Halloween is a fun
time for children and adults

alike and should be a safe
experience. It should not be
used as an excuse to bum
household and hazardous
waste that has built up”.
“Problems that can arise
from bonfires include
smoke that is potentially
toxie, hazardous substances
that can explode and cause
injury and ground and wa-
ter pollution from the ashes
of the fire. Burning waste
in fireplaces, which causes
a release of dioxins, has the
added danger of increasing
the chances of a chimney
fire,” he added.

This April, Limerick City
councillors condemned the
practice of building bonfires
as “dangerous, costly and an
excuse for illegal dumping”.
For more information on
the regulations, see www.
environ.ie.
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lllegal dumpers are
hit with hefty fines

MEATH GOUNTY Council has been
successful in securing convic-
tions against a number of offend-
ers who were caught on CCTV
dumping illegally at a Bring
Centre (bottle bank) in

Ashbourne.

At Navan District Court last week Judge
Tom Fitzpatrick imposed fines amounting to
€1.000 plus costs of €1,200 against a number
of offenders in relation to a number of inci-
dents in October 2008 and February and
March, 2009.

Judge Fitzpatrick also fined a number of
offenders for illegal dumping on roadsides
throughout the county. These offenders were
fined amounts of up to €1,000, with costs of
€1.400.

There are 40 bring centres throughout Co.
Meath and users, in general, carry out their
recycling in a proper manner. However, a
number of users leave packaging, plastic bags,
boxes, containers, bags of rubbish, etc. adja-
cent to the bottle banks. This is a breach of the
Litter Pollution Acts 1997-2003. There are
signs on display at bring centres advising the
public that the containers are specifically for
glass and aluminium cans. Users are advised to
take home all bags, boxes, etc. or face the pos-
sibility of a litter fine or prosecution in the
courts under the Litter Acts.

Peter Brady, Environmental Awareness
Officer, welcomed the support of the courts
service in encouraging a respect for the envi-
ronment and a responsibility for proper dispos-
al of waste.

“Each individual has a part to play in main-
taining a clean and litter-free environment for
our residents and visitors alike,” he said.
"Litter and illegal dumping is a major problem
that has a damaging effect on our environment
and is a serious drain on resources. Judge
Fitzpatrick commended the civic spirit of a
member of the public in reporting illegal
dumping and being prepared to attend in court
and provide evidence. Meath County Council
also welcomes the support of the public in
reporting illegal dumping and attending in
court.

"Individuals and communities are encour-
aged to take more responsibility for their local
environment, which includes proper treatment
of litter and rubbish. lllegal dumping will con-
tinue to be monitored by Meath County
Council’s Enforcement Officers and CCTV
operations.
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EPA calls for polluters to be named and shamed

by Scott Millar

POLLUTERS should be
publicly named and
shamed, the Environment
Protection Agency has rec-
ommended.

Its report, published yes-

terday, compares, sanctions
used in other countries to
enforce environmental law
without resort to criminal
or civil courts. It outlined
a number of measures
which the agency believes
should be considered in
Ireland. These include:
B Name and shame or
publicity orders: Orders
requiring the publicity of
environmental conse-
auences and penalties.

Enforcement undertak-
ing: Written undertakings
to remedy the harm done
that can be enforceable in
court. ‘
M Fixed or variable penal-
ties: Payment to discharge
or compensate for the
breach (on the spot fines
or infringement notices).
M Environmental or com-
munity  services: order:
Offender carries. out a
specified project for public
benefit, such as providing
recycling facilities, conser-
vation work, training or
education initiatives.

B Compensation order:
Offender compensates the
regulator or third party for
costs incurred in taking an
action.

. Director of the EPA’s
Office of Environmental
Enforcement, Dara Lynott,
said: “New environmental
legislation and the nature
ot illegal activity requires
an increasingly sophisticat-
ed and flexible enforce-
ment response to attain
compliance.

. “Administrative  sanc-
tions have the potential to
put the environmental
regulator. in a Dbetter
position to match their

response to the realities of
enforcement. This report
will contribute positively

‘to the debate about better

regulation.”

Consideration of the
proposals was  broadl
welcomed by Labour's
environment  spokesper-
son, Joanna Tuffy.

“Some councils have im-
lemented systems where
itterers have been publicly

named in the past. Consid~
eration of such a sanction
should be considered but if

it was ' implemented it

would have to be done in a
equitable | manner and
possibly ohy in the case

of habitual offenders. ’

“The concept of offend-
ers compensating those
who' have be affected by
their actions is certainly
one whose implementa-
tion I would support.”

The report identified a
number of hurdles that
would need to addressed
if additional administrative
sanctions were to be
introduced.

These include the identi-
fication of the costs versus
the benefits, the right to
appeal against a sanction
and the protection of the
constitutional rights of the
individual. '
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