
 

Unit 7: Enforcement 
One of the key environmental challenges in Ireland today is to improve enforcement of 

environmental laws. Explain to students that in Ireland and in the EU there are laws to protect the 

environment. The Environmental Protection Agency encourages individuals and businesses to 

make good environmental practices part of their activities to prevent environmental pollution.  

Where pollution does occur the EPA can prosecute the people and companies responsible. 

Outcomes 

Students will: 

• Understand that there are laws to protect our environment and penalties for breaking 

these laws. 

Activities 

• Explain to students that in Ireland and in the EU there are laws to protect the environment. 

Look on the www.epa.ie  website and find out about offences and prosecutions in your 

area 

and/or 

• Print the press cuttings below and ask students to work in pairs or small groups to give 

examples of the following from the piece:  

o An offence (breaking the law) 

o An environmental law or regulation 

o Penalties for breaking the law 

Compare penalties and offences, discuss whether they seem fair, why are some penalties greater 

than others? What does the class consider the most effective penalties? 

• Limerick Independent PRESS Fines for burning waste flare up to €3,000: 21-Oct-2009  

 



 

• Clare Champion PRESS Finsa ordered to pay €18,000 to EPA: 02-Oct-2009  

• Irish Examiner PRESS EPA calls for polluters to be named and shamed: 09-Jul-2009 

• Weekender PRESS Illegal dumpers are hit with hefty fines 17-Oct-2009 
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