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Food Safety Authority of Ireland 

• Government agency responsible for implementing food law 

• Not responsible for policy 

• Exists since 01 January 1999 - Statutory (FSAI Act of 1998) 

• Independent and science - based (Department of Health) 

• Service contracts - Frontline officers/Official laboratories 

 

Risk Assessors/Managers        

 

Coordinate monitoring and enforcement 
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Food Safety Authority of Ireland 

Prioritisation 

Food Labelling Food Law Food Safety 
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GM food authorised in the EU is as safe 

as its non-GM counterpart 
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Public Interest in GM Food in Ireland 

2007 – 7,749 contacts – 30 related to GMOs – 0.39%  

2008 – 12,013 contacts – 20 related to GMOs – 0.17% 

2009 – 10,155 contacts – 37 related to GMOs – 0.40% 

2010 – 10,901 contacts – 19 related to GMOs – 0.17% 

2011 – 11,170 contacts – 18 related to GMOs – 0.16% 

2012 – 12,083 contacts – 21 related to GMOs – 0.17% 
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Eurobarometer - 2010 

Perception of food risks 
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Ireland v EU 

2010 
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Greece v EU 

2010 
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EU 

2005 v 2010 
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2005 Eurobarometer study  
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Advances in Food Science & Technology 

Pasteurisation                   Ionising radiation 

 

 

 

 

GMOs     Nanotechnology 

 

 

      

 

         

 

Functional Food                 Edible packaging 
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Gilles-Eric Seralini 
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The observations of major 

flaws in some papers 

highlight the urgent need to 

improve the reviewing 

process before publication of 

papers addressing this 

subject. This would avoid 

spreading confusion in the 

general press, which may 

not be able to judge the real 

scientific quality of 

publications. 
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European Commission 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biotechnology/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biotechnology/index_en.htm
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FAO 
www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/gm-foods-platform/en/  

http://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/gm-foods-platform/en/
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GM Food/Feed Authorisation 
Regulation EC No 1829/2003 

Appeals 

Committee 

DG SANCO 

Dossier 
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Member States (SCFCAH) 
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Country Population Votes Country Population Votes 

 Germany 82m 16.7% 29  Austria 8.3m 1.7% 10 

 France 63m 12.8% 29  Bulgaria 7.7m 1.6% 10 

 UK 60m 12.3% 29  Denmark 5.4m 1.1% 7 

 Italy 59m 11.9% 29  Slovakia 5.4m 1.1% 7 

 Spain 44m 8.9% 27  Finland 5.3m 1.1% 7 

 Poland 38m 7.7% 27  Ireland 4.2m 0.9% 7 

 Romania 22m 4.4% 14  Lithuania 3.4m 0.7% 7 

 Netherlands 16m 3.3% 13  Latvia 2.3m 0.5% 4 

 Greece 11m 2.3% 12  Slovenia 2.0m 0.4% 4 

 Portugal 11m 2.1% 12  Estonia 1.3m 0.3% 4 

 Belgium 11m 2.1% 12  Cyprus 0.77m 0.2% 4 

 Czech Rep. 10m 2.1% 12  Luxembourg 0.46m 0.1% 4 

 Hungary 10m 2.0% 12  Malta 0.40m 0.1% 3 

 Sweden 9.0m 1.8% 10  EU 493m 100% 345 

Since 1st November 2004, a qualified 

majority is reached if the following two 

conditions are met: 

 

•a majority of member states approve  

(in some cases two-thirds); 

•a minimum of 255 votes is cast in  

favour of the proposal, (73.9 %). 

 

In addition, a member state may ask for 

confirmation that the votes in favour 

represent at least 62% of the total 

population of the Union. If this is found 

not to be the case, the decision will not be 

adopted. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latvia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxembourg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
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GM Food & Feed Ingredients Authorised in the EU 

(27) Maize 

  (8) Cotton seed  

(7) Soya  

      (3) Oilseed rape 

 (1) Sugar beet  

     (1) Potato  

(1) Bacterial product 

(1) Yeast product 

 

 

Total = 49 (October, 2013) 
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GMO Regulation in Ireland 

FSAI/DoH 
(Food)  

EPA/DECLG  
(Live GMOs) 

DAFM  
(Feed and Seed) 

GM Analysis 
(Cork PAL) 

Policy Implementation 

Policy 

& 

Implementation 
Implementation Policy 

Meet annually 
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FSAI – Competent Authority for GM Food 

Scientific Experts Department of Health 

EFSA/European Commission 

 FSAI  

CODEX (FAO/WHO) 

OECD 
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GM Food in Ireland - 2012 
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Globalisation of Trade 
“The World on your Plate” 

Herb Butter : 

Salted butter 

garlic puree 

garlic salt 

lemon 

parsley 

pepper 

water 

Chicken Breast: Chicken 

Batter: Flour 

Water 

Bread Crumb: Bread crumb 

Rape-seed oil 

- Ireland 

- China, USA, Spain 

- China, USA, Spain 

- USA 

- France, UK 

- Indonesia 

- Ireland 

- Ireland, Belgium 

   UK, France etc. 

- Belgium, France 
- Ireland 

- Ireland, UK 

- EU, Australia 

Eastern Europe 
 Chicken Kiev 



© FSAI 

EU GM Food Labelling 

Regulation EC No. 1829/2003 

Section 2 

Labelling 

Article 12 

Scope 

1. This Section shall apply to foods which are to be delivered 

as such to the final consumer or mass caterers in the 

Community and which: 

(a) contain or consist of GMOs; or 

(b) are produced from or contain ingredients produced from GMOs. 
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GM Labelling Issues 

1. Labelling threshold where a food or ingredient consists of or contains 

more than 0.9% GMO (regardless of DNA or protein presence) 

2. ≤ 0.9% threshold for adventitious or technically unavoidable GMO 

3. Mass caterers not required to label GM ingredients (except e.g. UK) 

4. GM labelling not required for processing aids (e.g. GM chymosin) 

5. Fermentation products where the GMM is not present in the final 

product (riboflavin) 
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(2) The Ice Structuring Protein (ISP) type III HPLC 12 is produced using a genetically modified yeast as a 

processing aid. Pursuant to recital 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council ( 2 ), food and feed which are manufactured with the help of a genetically modified processing 

aid are not included in the scope of that Regulation.  
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EU Food Labelling 

o Organic v GM rules 

o Food from animals fed with GM feed is not considered “GM” 

o “GM - free” products not allowed any GM content 

o “GM - free” labelled milk not allowed (General labelling legislation) 

o “Milk from a cow fed non-GM feed” is allowed where verifiable 
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Watching Brief 

 EFSA integrity 

 Science credibility 

 Authorisation process / Member State bans 

 Inappropriate/immoral reference to serious medical conditions 

(diabetes, allergies, cancers, autism....) 

 Disruption tactics (GM pollen in honey) 

 Cloning v GM 

 UK retailers dropping ban on GM fed chickens 

 Biopharmaceuticals 

 Commission 2 year chronic toxicity study in rats 

 GM developments in non-EU countries 
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GM Animals 

•Enviropigs 

Express phytase in their saliva 

and excrete ~ 75% less  

Phosphorous 

•GM salmon 

Grow 3 times faster  
•GM goats 

Spider silk in goats milk 

Anti-thrombin in goats milk 

•GM cow 

Increased casein in milk  

improving cheese production 

http://mamba.bio.uci.edu/~pjbryant/biodiv/spiders/Araneus gemma.htm
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