EPA Review — Follow up and Implementation

Year 1 Priority Actions®

This list of priority actions arising from the rapof the EPA Review Group is divided between Astnd list B. List A refers to those
recommendations under the direct remit of the Diepamt and/or the EPA. List B refers to those recemdations that are more
general and not entirely within the Departmentisite

List A
Recommendation Lead Timeframe for Mechanism for Delivery
Organisation Delivery
7.1.4 Immediate steps should be taken to compl®&CLG By April 2012 On receipt of approval from Attorney
ratification of the Aarhus Convention by Ireland Generals Office, proceed with
ratification process as per Department
of Foreign Affairs & Trade guidelines
7.1.5. Environmental law is a rapidly developing| DECLG To commence in | Appropriate methods to be considered
and often highly technical area and tackling Q1 2012; ongoing | in consultation with other relevant
environmental crime effectively raises particular after that. stakeholders.

challenges. The Review Group recommends that
the Committee for Judicial Studies (formerly the
Judicial Studies Institute) considers putting iagal
regular information sessions for the judiciary on ja
range of issues relating to environmental
governance and, in particular, civil and criminal
liability for breach of environmental law. The
possibility of exploiting available fora at EU ldye

Lyear 1 refers to 2012



such as the EU Forum of Judges for the
Environment and the European Judicial Training
Network, should also be examined.

7.2.1 The process of making licence performang
and enforcement information available on the
Internet should be continued and progressively
extended.

eEPA

On-going

Q2 2012

Q4 2012

Information on Dumping at Sea
permitting, PRTR data and Waste
Water Discharge Annual
Environmental Reports submitted by
licensees are now available on the

to implement relevant actions as set
out in its Public Service Action Plan.

Maps showing the status of urban
waste water treatment and an
assessment of waste water discharg

River Basin District basis, will be
made available on the EPA website.

Drinking Water Audit Reports will be
made available on the EPA website.

EPA web-site. The EPA will continue

from licensable agglomerations, on a

es

7.2.3 The EPA should increase its role in driving
the integration of environmental considerations i
policy development across the State by engagin
more broadly with sectors interacting with the

environment. This engagement should have the
objective of promoting integrated assessments ¢
existing and emerging environmental challenges

EPA and DECLG
nt

g
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for each sector and should take place through th

The Department
and the EPA will
together conduct a
scoping exercise by
Q4 2012. Follow ug
action dependant o
outcome of this
exercise.

4 key environmental challenges faci
Ireland in the most recent State of th
Environment Report (2008) and was
also raised in the OECD
nEnvironmental Performance Review
of Ireland (2010). There are roles for
both the EPA and the Department in

This issue was identified as one of the

9
e




formation of a high level Environmental
Governance Network, involving key stakeholder

|2

achieving this goal, particularly with
reference to the Sustainable
Development Framework.

7.2.4 The general features of the method of
appointment of the Director General and other
Directors are robust, conform to the criteria ia th
White Paper on Better Regulation and should
remain in place. The composition of the selectia
committee should be reviewed

DECLG

n

Review to be
complete by Q3
2012

The composition of the selection
committee is set out in the EPA Act
1992 and will require legislation to
change it. The Department will revie
the composition of the committee an
submit a report to the Minister with
any recommended changes.

W
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7.2.5 Of greater value than giving observer stau£EPA Q2 2012 The EPA will continue to deliver its

the public at EPA Board meetings would be a lecture series on climate change, as

periodic engagement by senior staff of the Agency budgets allow. Other options on how

with stakeholders and the public on key this recommendation could be

environmental challenges implemented in a reasonable and cg
effective manner will be assessed ai
developed as appropriate.

7.2.7 An additional specialist Advisory CommitteeEPA By Q2 2012 The EPA is progressing the

is needed to address the issue of the interface
between the environment and human health.

establishment of a Health Advisory
Committee under Section 41 of the
EPA Act to advise the Agency in the
carrying out of its functions, where
there is an interaction between Heal
and the EnvironmentThis will allow
for a more structured, formalised an(
proactive interaction between the EF
and other Authorities that have a

th

S

A

public health remit.
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7.2.10 The issue of staffing levels should be EPA and DECLG| On-going Every effort will be made to ensure 8

urgently reviewed to ensure that, in making adequate staffing complement is

decisions in relation to the allocation of scaredfs maintained, in the context of the

resources across the public sector, adequate public sector reform programme and

account is taken of the priority attaching to the Employment Control Framework.

Agency’s role in meeting critical legislative

requirements Q2 2012 The EPA will carry out a work force
planning analysis to ensure that
resources are assigned to priority
areas, identification of which will
include consultation with the DECLG.

7.2.11 Top priority should be attached to securindECLG On-going All agencies must continue to

overall funding for the EPA at a level that ensures maximise efficiencies and reduce

its legal obligations can be met in the future costs. Funding decisions will be bas
on ensuring that the EPA has adequ
resources to discharge its legal and
contractual obligations.

7.3.1 The EPA, in deciding on the appropriate | EPA Q2 2012 The EPA will conduct a review of it

enforcement action in individual cases, should enforcement policy, and amend if

always take into account the strong deterrent effec necessary, to ensure a risk based

of prosecutions and should pursue the prosecution approach is applied to both

route to optimum effect enforcement and prosecutions and t
resources are deployed in an effecti
and efficient manner.

7.3.4 Currently, the EPA is restricted in its power DECLG Q4 2012 This will be given consideration

to review part of an IPPC licence. Where this wi
not compromise environmental protection, and
subject to appropriate public participation, theAE
should be given the power to undertake partial

D

reviews of existing licences (see also 7.6.10)

during the transposition of the
Industrial Emissions Directive (2010
75-EV).




7.3.6 The EPA should continue to develop the r¢
of the Office of Environmental Enforcement in th
future in particular to support and guide local
authority enforcement activities.

DIEPA
e

No specific new
action necessary -
On-going

This will be achieved through the
continued work of the Environmenta
Enforcement Network

7.3.7 The EPA should continue to contribute to thEPA

development of national waste policy through

No specific new
action necessary -

This will be achieved through
continued publication of national

provision of data and analysis of Ireland’s On-going waste reports and other reports and

performance information. A new system has also
been developed for coordinating the
collection of waste information.

7.3.9 Guidance on both Environmental Impact | DECLG and EPA| Q4 2012 Further to the Judgment@QChburt

Statements (EIS) and Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) should be updated to take
greater account of human health issues and to
reflect any changes since the existing guidance
material was produced. Consideration should be
given to assigning the EPA a wider statutory rolé
strengthen the practical implementation of SEA
a more uniform way

2 t

of Justice of the European Union in
Case C-50/09, legislative change wil
regard to the transposition of the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Directive in Ireland is required.
Further to these changes to legislati
EIA Guidance will be reviewed.

The EPA has already consulted with
Health Bodies with regard to possibl
changes to the EIA Guidance with
regard to Health issues and

recommendations will be incorporate

in the review of the Guidance.

The Agency undertook a full review

of the Effectiveness of SEA in Irelan
in early 2011; in consultation with thg
DECLG and other stakeholders, this

)
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has looked at ways to strengthen the
practical implementation of SEA by
all SEA statutory authorities across all
relevant sectors.

7.3.10 Streamlining data collection (for example
water data) and monitoring requires greater
coordination across public bodies. It is apprdpri
that the EPA would take a lead role here in terfn
guidance and quality assurance, utilising
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) where
appropriate

EPA

D

On-going

Q4 2012

On-going

This will be achieved through the
implementation of the
recommendations arising from the
review of the Office of Environmental
Assessment. The Air Cross-Office
group is a useful forum for bringing
together Agency expertise on air
modelling; this will be further
expanded in the context of the national
Air quality network.

During 2012, subject to available
funding, the Air Quality system will
be upgraded and the EPA will
streamline data collection from the ajir
quality network by collecting data
from all automatic monitors.

The expansion of the Environmental
Data Exchange Network (EDEN) wil
continue and will include agencies
such as the HSE, Inland Fisheries
Ireland and the Marine Institute.
Subject to resources, EDEN will be
expanded to facilitate progress on the
implementation of the Water




Framework Directive. The scope of
reporting by local authorities and oth
agencies using EDEN will also expa
in 2012.
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7.3.11 The EPA should continue to develop its h
level support across the organisation in areas st
as remote sensing and modelling to support
environmental assessment and reporting

igPA

ich

On-going

Q4 2012

Q4 2013

This will be achieved through the
implementation of the OEA Review
recommendations. The Air cross
Office group is a useful forum for
bringing together Agency expertise ¢
air modelling; this will be further
expanded in the context of the natio
Air quality network.

During 2012, the potential for the us

of Global Monitoring for Environment

and Security (GMES) models in
Ireland will be assessed. The EPA i

also continuing its involvement in the

Coordination of Information on the
Environmen{CORINE) landcover
programmé

Work on the next release of this date
(CORINE 2012) will begin mid-
2012.The EPA has developed a sen
automatic methodology using up-to-

N
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date remote sensing technologies to

2 CORINE Land Cover (CLC) is a map of the Europeavirenmental landscape based on interpretatiomiedlite images. It provides comparable digital smap

of land cover for each country for much of Europe.



produce CORINE in a more efficient
and cost effective manner than

previous versions. This project is du
for completion by the end of 2013.

e

7.3.12 An evidence-based and statistically drivenEPA Complete A comprehensive, evidence-based
review of monitoring networks and EPA laboratqry review of monitoring networks and
services is needed. While this should lead to mqgre EPA laboratory services was carried
cost effective monitoring and optimising of EPA out in mid 2010, as part of the Office
expertise, it is critical that this does not leadt of Environmental Assessment (OEA
diminution in the quality of data collection and Review. In line with the OEA
analysis Review's recommendations, actions
are underway in 2011 towards
optimising the EPA expertise in a
more integrated 4 lab structure. No
additional review is proposed at the
current time.
7.3.13 The EPA’s role in biodiversity monitoring| EPA and DAHG | Q4 2012 In the short term, this weél &chieved

should be better co-ordinated with that of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)

through liaison between the EPA an
the NPWS and the agreement of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), building on existing
cooperation in such areas as
Appropriate Assessment, habitat
mapping and research.

In the longer term, this issue could
also be considered as part of a wide

review of environmental governance,

=




7.4.1 Ongoing effective dialogue across
Government Departments, agencies and local
authorities should be strengthened with respect
monitoring, reporting and research coordination
and it is important that the EPA is supported full
by other areas of Government in order to fulfil
national objectives

DECLG and EPA

to

~

Q3 2012

On-going

On-going

The EPA and the Department took
part in the National Research
Prioritisation Exercise recently
completed by Forfas. Both
organisations will implement the
recommendations of this exercise
where relevant and necessary for th
environmental research programme

With regards to research, the EPA h
established 3 distinct co-ordination
groups aligned to the 3 research pillg
(Climate Change & Air Quality;
Water Quality & Aquatic
Environment; and Sustainable
Environment) comprised of
Government departments (including
DECLG), State agencies and other k
stakeholders. These co-ordination

117

as
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groups assist the EPA to communicate

with key stakeholders and provide a
forum to identify research gaps,

national priorities and potential for c(
funding.

Local Authorities have been includec
in information provision and outreac
regarding climate impacts and
adaptation. Further development in
this area is envisaged.

—




On-going

Monitoring and reporting
arrangements are currently being
strengthened by the EPA through th
EDEN network and improvements in
air quality monitoring systems. A ne\
system has also been developed for
coordinating the collection of waste
information. This area will also be
considered as part of the wider revie
of environmental governance.

11%
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7.4.2 The EPA should provide a clear process fq
reviewing research recommendations and effect
their inclusion into wider policy development, wit
further discussions as necessary with relevant
researchers

rEPA and DECLG
ing
h

Q3 2012

On-going

Q3 2012

Policy relevant research syntheses
reports are provided. The EPA plans
to enhance this through further
thematic reports being developed in
consultation with researchers as
necessary. The STRIVE research te
will develop a new procedure for thig
building on theSummary of Findings
documents that have been a feature
completed research reports in the pé
2 years.

The Climate Change Research
Programme (CCRP) findings are
included in EPA work e.g. National
Inventory Report.

The Dept will develop a mechanism
improve oversight of the
environmental research programme

am
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cooperation with the EPA and with

reference to the recommendations of

the National Research Prioritisation

Exercise, to ensure requirements for

policy-supporting research are met
and to contribute to emerging EU
strategies in this area (e.g. Horizon
2020 and the Eco-Innovation Action
Plan).

7.4.3 The EPA funded individual PhD scholarshipeEPA On-going The Agency aims to maintain this
programme should be maintained in order to programme, as current economic and
provide for continued development of young budgetary circumstances allow.
researchers, and national research capacity outside

the stricter constraints of the larger, more policy

focussed, integrated research programmes

7.4.4 Research funding (currently met by the DoECLG Q3 2012 The National Research Prioritisation
Environment Fund) should be protected for the Exercise and the proposed Action Plan
maintenance of the EPA research programme. for the Green Economy underpin the
Temptations to divert any environmental researgh need for environmental research. The

funding to other areas of research, or its

management to another agency, should be resisted.

It is essential that Ireland maintains the stromg a
independent environmental research base it has
built up over the last 15 years

recommendations of the National
Research Prioritisation Exercise will
be implemented when agreed by
Government, where they are relevar
and necessary for the environmenta
research programme.

—

11



7.4.5 In order to more fully optimise and achieve
greater international impact and overall recognit
of the outcomes from its research investment, it
would be informative for the EPA to evaluate an
obstacles that Irish environmental researchers fi
in publishing research and recommend methods
overcome these

EPA
0]

y
ace

to

Q4 2012

The Agency emphasises the neces
of peer review publication to
Researchers and is not aware of
specific obstacles but this can be
explored. An evaluation of potential
obstacles will be incorporated into th
current mid-term review of STRIVE.

Sity

e

7.4.6 It is important that research to meet the
challenges of climate change continues to be

EPA and other
funding agencies

No specific new
action necessary -

The Climate Change Research
Programme high level co-ordination

=

designed in full consultation with other relevant On-going group, established under the Nation:

bodies, including those charged with duties for Climate Change Strategy, chaired b\

flood management, agriculture and biodiversity the EPA, includes the major interest
groups including DAFM, OPW,
DECLG, Met Eireann, Dept of
Transport and DCENR. Thematic
steering groups within this programn
also include representatives of state
agencies and Government
Departments who fund climate chan
or related research as well as user
groups working at this level.

7.4.7 A balance between climate change researcDECLG, EPA On-going The EPA will strive to deliver on this

supporting existing policies and mitigating and other funding recommendation in the context of th

pressures, and responsive to uncertain climatic | agencies budget available.

effects is required. A significant challenge te th

value of environmental research is that projects jar Q3 2012 The Department will explore the

usually short-term. Medium to long-term research potential for multi-annual research

programmes, that provide spatial data over

extended temporal scales, provide an extremely|

budgets to facilitate medium to long-

D

term research projects.

12



valuable national resource in order to evaluate
policies relating to e.g. land-use and climate
change. Future climate change research funding
should include medium to long-term research
projects as appropriate

The draft National Research
Prioritisation Exercise highlights the
need for policy-supporting research
climate issues and for related
environmental research.

e

—

(1
(72}

7.4.8 Research reports from the EPA funded EPA No specific new Research reports will continue to be
programme are available for download from the action required - made available for download from th
website. It is desirable that full and summary On-going EPA website and stored on the
reports continue to be made available, while research data archive ERC website.
ensuring that this facility is supported by gootada
management and quality assurance protocols The information contained on each ¢
the project folders on the ERC webs
complies with the INSPIRE
Directive's requirements for
Geospatial Metadata. These websit
are managed by suitably qualified
trained persons.
7.4.9 It is important that EPA monitoring data | EPA On-going This will be achieved by continuing
across all sectors is also put in the public donmain with the current practice of making
a timely manner, as both raw data and in readily both reports and data available on th
accessible summary formats EPA web-site, using Envision, and
continually reviewing new approache
to dissemination of information in lin
with EPA commitments in its Public
Sector Action Plan.
Q4 2012 The EPA web-site will be reviewed

and updated during 2012.

e
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7.4.10 The EPA has a key role in dissemination
environmental information and environmental
awareness-raising and education and should
continue to development partnerships with the
DECLG, the eNGO network, and other public
bodies (including local authority Environmental
Awareness Officers and Heritage Officers) to
ensure that synergies are maximised and that
overlaps of initiatives / activities are avoided

OEPA and DECLG

No specific new
action required -
On-going

This is being achieved through
continued development of partnersh
with the DECLG, the eNGO network|
and other public bodies, e.g. through
the work of the National Waste
Prevention Programme, Greening
Communities and other networks.
Annual actions are incorporated into
the EPA’s annual communications
plan.

ps

1S
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W

7.5.1 The Agency should continue to place an | EPA On-going but to be| This is being achieved through
emphasis on formal mechanisms for managing considered with continued participation in fora such &
ongoing discussions with all relevant Government Recommendation | the Association of Chief Executives
Departments. This will ensure that any complex 7.2.3 State Agencies and other high level
technical issues can be dealt with effectively engagements with Government
Departments.
In the longer term it should also be
considered as part of the wider revie
of environmental governance.
7.5.2 It is important that the relationship between EPA On-going This will be achieved as part of the

water authorities and the Agency be appropriate
defined, minimising overlap and duplication,
particularly in the area of monitoring

ly

reform of the wider water governanc
arrangements. The EPA is working
closely with the Dept and the CCMA
(local authorities) in a review of
governance structures to deliver the
Water Framework Directive.
Discussions between the Departmer
and the EPA on the WFD are on-

it
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going; new or revised legislation will
be needed to support agreed
governance changes (see also 7.3.12).

=

o

7.5.3 A MoU should be drawn up between the | EPA and NPWS | Q4 2012 This will be achieved throlimkon
Agency and the NPWS, to ensure that a unity of with the NPWS and the agreement ¢
purpose and sharing of information is maintained a MoU in such areas as Appropriate
between the two organisations, together with a Assessment, GIS, habitat mapping and
good working relationship at local and regional research (see also recommendation
level 7.3.13)
7.5.4 The EPA and the Sustainable Energy EPA and SEAI On-going The EPA and SEAI review
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) should, as appropriate, collaboration opportunities on an
explore opportunities for expanding their ongoing basis and will continue to dc
collaboration further in the future, particularty i this as part of actions under the MoU
support of the national climate change effort between the two organisations.
Initiatives include: joint release of
greenhouse inventories, joint
seminars, guidance for businesses gn
green supports and collaboration on
Greening Communities activities.
7.5.5 Exchange of information between the loca| EPA Q4 2012 The EPA has developed EDEN to

authorities and the EPA appears to be working
well. However, while the availability of the raw
data from air quality monitoring sites is welcorite
is recommended that these data be further
processed, as is done with noise data at the
moment, to prepare regularly updated maps of
estimated human exposure.

provide for the exchange of
information between the local
authorities and the EPA. It is working
well for water status, drinking water
and waste water data. This is being
extended to Marine Institute and
Inland Fisheries Ireland (see also
recommendation 7.3.10)

15



With regard to air quality, the OEA ig
part of an EU initiative on air
mapping; the OEA will develop
proposals as to how this might be
achieved.

7.5.7 The EPA should engage directly with ENG
to review their structured arrangements for
engagement, with a view to identifying ways in
which outcomes might be improved in a resourc
efficient manner

G&PA

e

On-going

This has already commenced throu

The EPA will continue to engage
actively with the IEN in this regard.

dialogue with IEN at regular meetings.

7.5.8 The increased support for relevant televisi
documentaries and other media engagements is

DODECLG and EPA
a

No specific new
action necessary -

The Department and the EPA will
continue to support environmental

positive move and the continuation of this trend |s On-going awareness raising activities which

recommended, as resources allow have the potential to reach large
audiences in the most cost-effective
manner, as budgets allow. This will
be incorporated into annual
communications and awareness pla
where relevant.

7.6.1 The legislation governing the EPA, water- | DECLG and Partial The Dept intends to consolidate the

related legislation and nature protection legistati DAHG implementation by | IPPC Licensing Regulations in 2012

should be consolidated and should be subject tg Q42012 -in Discussions on revised governance

periodic review. The IPPC and waste licensing
regulations should be consolidated at an early
opportunity

respect of IPPC an
Waste regulations.
To be reviewed

post EU Presidency
in 2013/2014 for
other legislation

jarrangements for Water Framework
Directive work will give rise to the
need for new or revised water-relate
legislation. The Dept will consider
consolidating other texts, as prioritie
and resources allow in the context o
the forthcoming EU Presidency in

|9}

2013. The Dept will request that

16



DoAHG also examine when they wil
be in a position to undertake a
consolidation exercise in respect of
nature protection legislation.

7.6.5 The rules governing legal costs in certain
environmental litigation (section 50B Planning a
Development Act 2000, as amended) should be
kept under review. Concerns about access to
environmental justice should be examined in the
context of a wider review of environmental
governance

DECLG
nd

Complete

Section 50B was amended in 2011
will be kept under ongoing review —
no further measures or changes are
proposed at this time.

and

7.6.6 The interaction between planning and
pollution control should be addressed by the join
An Bord Pleanala EPA Working Group in
conjunction with the DECLG and the Office of th
Attorney General

DECLG

—

On-going, with a
target completion
date of Q1 2012.

Further to the Judgment of the Cour
of Justice of the European Union in
Case C-50/09, legislative change wil
regard to the transposition of the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Directive in Ireland is required.
The Department, EPA, An Bord
Pleanéala and the Office of the
Attorney General are actively workin
together with the goal of providing a

system that satisfies the requirements

of the EIA Directive, is transparent
and also avoids duplication of decisi
making.

The EPA will continue to work with
An Bord Pleanala, through the MoU

h

g

on

between the two organisations to
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identify further opportunities to work
together in a collaborative way.

7.6.8 Robust systems should be put in place to
monitor and enforce the financial requirements ¢
licences on an ongoing basis

DECLG and EPA

=

EPA review by Q3
2012.
Follow up action as
appropriate Post
EU-Presidency in
2013/2014.

The EPA will conduct a review of the
current arrangements, in particular t
application of existing powers, in
2012, in consultation with the
DECLG, and propose any necessary
changes identified.

7.6.9 Current legislation relating to contaminatec
land should be reviewed to develop a coherent,
dedicated legal regime to address the various
challenges that arise in this context, including
guaranteeing that site operators make provision
meet any liabilities arising from their activities.
Regulatory bodies should also ensure that suffig
controls are in place to avoid and militate agains

I DECLG and EPA

ien

such situations arising

EPA proposals to
issue by Q3 2012.

To be determined -
dependent on
external factors

The EPA will review the current
arrangements, in consultation with
DECLG, and proposals to the
Department will follow. The impact of
any relevant legislative developments
at EU level will also be considered.

18



List B

Recommendation Lead Timeframe for Mechanism for Delivery

Organisation Delivery
7.3.8 In order to facilitate greater public DECLG Q4 2012. Follow up Legal advice will be necessary.
participation in licensing matters generally, the action dependant on
legislative framework should make provision for legal advice
experts to give evidence via video-conferencing
7.6.4 The EPA should be subject to the DECLG During the lifetime | Department to review recommendation
Ombudsman’s jurisdiction in respect of alleged of the Gowt; in consultation with other stakeholders
maladministration. Appropriate resources must pe dependant on (e.g. Office of Ombudsman, Department
made available to the Office of the Ombudsman to external factors. of Public Expenditure & Reform, EPA).
enable it to deal effectively with any significant Dept to complete
increase in its workload that may arise initial enquiries by | If implemented, action will require

Q2 2012 primary legislation.

7.6.7 A generic whistleblower protection law DECLG During the lifetime | This is a commitment in the Programme

should be introduced

of the Government
if required

for Government and will be dealt with

centrally.
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EPA Review — Follow up and Implementation

Draft Implementation Plan: Actions not Prioritised for 2012

Recommendation Lead Organisation | Timeframe Mechanism for Delivery
for Delivery
7.1.1 Consideration should be givento | DOECLG as lead | Post EU- A review of environmental
carrying out a wider review of Dept with input Presidency in | governance would be a valuable
environmental governance in Ireland so | from other 2013/2014 exercise. However, such a review
that issues of suggested fragmentation in stakeholders would require concentrated
structures and processes can be examingd engagement by a range of
more fully. This exercise, which should stakeholders, Government
take account of other review / reform Departments, local authorities and
programmes of relevance, including in other public bodies over a
relation to local government, could be considerable period, to ensure a
particularly useful in supporting the effort thorough and wide-ranging review.
to address infringements of EU Given the significant resources
environmental legislation where, although involved and the multi-faceted naturg
significant improvements have been of the issues to be examined, such &
achieved in recent years, considerable review would be better carried out
further work remains to be done, work after the Irish Presidency of the EU
which must continue to be accorded the concludes in mid-2013, when there
highest possible priority. should be an opportunity to provide
the resources required to complete t
exercise to the appropriate standard,
7.1.2 General issues around enforcementDoECLG and EPA,| Post EU- Part of wider review of environmentg

should be examined as part of a wider
review of environmental governance as

with input from
other stakeholders

they have resonance beyond the EPA, w

ith

Presidency in

2013/2014

governance (7.1.1)

Enforcement issues should be

v



[72)

Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) Ongoing considered separately as part of any
developed to manage the operational (MoUs) regulatory changes arising from the
relationships between the EPA and othel Waste Policy review.

public authorities as necessary. All MoU [to

which the EPA is a party should be The EPA will publish any MoUs on it
published on the Agency’s website website on an ongoing basis

7.1.3 The proposed wider review of DoECLG Post EU- Please see above in respect of
environmental governance would also be Presidency in | recommendation 7.1.1

the most appropriate context in which to 2013/14

consider whether a specialist Environmept

Court / Tribunal and / or a system of

administrative sanctions should be put in

place (taking into account the experience of

such systems recently introduced in

England and Wales) and if so, what form

such mechanisms and measures might take.

7.2.2 The EPA should be more answerabl&o be determined During the | The extension of parliamentary

to the Oireachtas through, for example, t
extension of the parliamentary questions
process to State agencies, as is set out i

he

lifetime of the
Govt;
dependant on

guestions beyond Government
Departments is a commitment in the
Programme for Government and

the Programme for Government (2011). external therefore it will be considered
factors. centrally by Government.

7.2.6 There should be increased emphasi®oECLG By end Q1 The term of office of the current

on knowledge and experience of 2013 advisory committee is due to expire

environmental protection in the
appointment of members of the EPA
Advisory Committee, including key publig
sector stakeholders, and an external
Chairperson should be appointed

January 2013. Preparations to appo
a new committee will commence in
Q2 2012 and the first part of the
recommendation will be implemente
as part of that process, as appropria

n
nt

N

te

and following a review of
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representative bodies by the

=)

Department.
Post EU- In terms of the Chairperson, primary|
Presidency in | legislation will be required. This can
2013/2014 be pursued through amending primary
legislation post EU Presidency, if
appropriate.
7.2.8 The flexibility and change DoECLG N/A No specific action required other tha
management shown by the EPA is a major to ensure this recommendation is
strength and should not be limited by taken into account in any future
overly prescriptive statutory provisions legislative change.
governing the Agency’s structure
7.2.9 The regional structure of the EPA haSPA and DoECLG | N/A No specific action required.

strategic advantages which should be
maintained, subject to cost efficiency
requirements

7.3.2 There is a strong case for the EPA’
licensing process to include formal
requirements in relation to Health Impact
Assessment. The proposed Advisory
Committee on the interface between the
environment and human health
(Recommendation 7.2.7) should, as a

SDoOECLG and EPA

matter of priority, make urgent

Dependant o
the timeframe
within which
the committee
considers this
to be
reviewed post
EU

nin response to recommendation 7.2.[7,
the EPA will establish a Health
Advisory Committee which will
consider this recommendation. It is
proposed therefore to await the
outcome of deliberations of the Health
Advisory Committee and subsequently

review the position. Primary
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recommendations about the most

Presidency in

legislation would be required to

\*2)

A1%

appropriate way to address this issue. This 2013/2014 introduce HIA.

Committee should also assess and make

recommendations in respect of the

inclusion of health factors in risk

assessment for prioritising enforcement

7.3.3 While due regard should be given toDoECLG This can be | To be reviewed on an on-going basi
the interests of SMEs and smaller reviewed on

agricultural units, the level of EPA licencée an on-going

fees should be routinely reviewed and the basis

Group notes that these are due for upward

revision

7.3.5 The EPA should be allowed greatef DOECLG Post EU- This would require legislative changg
access to the past records of licence Presidency in | and consultation

applicants generally through a 2013/2014

strengthening of relevant legislative

provisions

7.5.6 The EPA and local authorities shoyl®oECLG and EPA| To be The EPA will continue to perform its
continue to work closely together to ensyre determined - | legislative tasks in relation to

that the inventories of contaminated land dependent on| contaminated land issues and to ma
are complete and up-to-date and that local external recommendations in relation to any
and regional development plans identify factors gaps that it identifies. Any such
brownfield sites within their areas and review must take place in the contex
promote the appropriate redevelopment pf of proposed EU legislation; please
such sites refer to recommendation 7.6.9

7.6.2 Sections 52(1) and (2) of the 1992 | DoECLG, with Post EU- Primary legislation will be required.
Act should be revised and updated in lightEPA input Presidency in | This can be pursued through primar
of the EPA’s expanded remit and the 2013/2014 legislation after the EU Presidency, i

principles underlying contemporary

environmental regulation and should

appropriate.

~
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include specific references to the EPA’s
responsibilities in respect of water
protection, climate change and its
contribution to the conservation of
biodiversity and to environmental
sustainability

7.6.3 The EPA’s absolute statutory DoECLG, with Post EU- Legal advice will be needed on this
immunity should be revised EPA input Presidency in | issue. Primary legislation would also
2013/2014. be required. This can be reviewed a
progressed through primary legislati
after the EU Presidency, if a decisiof
is taken to proceed with the
amendment.
7.6.10 Consideration should be given to | DOECLG Post EU- Primary legislation would be require
making provision for amendments to IPPC Presidency in | to implement a change of this nature
and waste licences in certain limited 2013/2014 to the licensing system. Legal advice
circumstances (beyond clerical and will also be necessary. If such a
technical amendments) without the change were possible, it could be
necessity for a full licence review pursued through primary legislation.
7.6.11 Consideration should be given to | DOECLG Post EU- Primary legislation would likely be

providing for appeals in relation to air
pollution licences to be made to the EPA
rather than An Bord Pleanala

Presidency in
2013

required to implement this
recommendation. This can be
considered in the context of any
primary legislation after the EU

Presidency in 2013.
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