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Licensing Regs

LCP reviews

Operational requirements



Review of 25 landfill licences

25 landfill licence reviews initiated by EPA on 18 June 

Licensees were invited to make submissions

No third party submissions except from An Taisce

Reviews took into account
� Landfill Conditioning Plans – Landfill Directive

� Waste Pre-treatment Guidance

� Submissions received

Proposed decisions released 19 October

Objection period will apply – as normal



Some of the new or amended conditions …



Treatment of waste prior to landfill

“Only waste that has been subject to treatment shall be 

accepted for disposal at the landfill facility.”

�Source separation (e.g. home composting, packaging waste)

�Separate collections (e.g. ’2 Bin’ or ‘3 Bin’ systems)

�Manual sorting 

�Composting

�Aerobic / Anaerobic Digestion

�Mechanical treatment (crushing, grading, magnetic separation, eddy current 

separation, ballistic separation, trommeling, sorting, etc)

�Biological stabilization of ‘black bin’ residues (after mechanical treatment)

�Thermal (sterilisation, pyrolysis, incineration, etc)

�Energy From Waste

�Rendering



Biodegradable municipal waste diversion condition

“Unless otherwise as may be specified by the Agency, the following limits 

shall apply:

• from 1 July 2010 … a maximum of 40% by weight of MSW accepted for 

disposal to the body of the landfill shall comprise BMW

• from 1 July 2013, a maximum of 24% …

• from 1 July 2016, a maximum of 15%

unless an alternative has been agreed in writing by the Agency in accordance 

with [the next] condition.”



Collective arrangements condition

“Two or more licensed landfills may seek the agreement of the 

Agency that collectively they will arrange to comply with [the 

BMW diversion] condition ….

… review of the landfill licence for any facility seeking an 

increase in the [BMW] limits …

… technical amendment of any licence for a facility seeking a 

decrease …

… contingent on the net combined acceptance of BMW at the 

participating facilities remaining unchanged.”



Measurement of BMW content conditions

� BMW content of all MSW accepted must be quantified:

� using factors to be published by EPA; or

� by on-site measurements according to protocol (and approved 

contractors).

� Quarterly reports

� especially important in 2010

� to measure progress during the year vis-à-vis the diversion target

� Prompt and accurate reports will lead to revisions of the 

diversion limit where these are needed

� EPA objective is to achieve the Landfill Directive diversion 

targets – not to exceed them



Biostabilised residual waste conditions

� If treated so that respiration activity after 4 days is:
< 10 mgO2/gDM until 1.1.2016 and

< 7 mgO2/gDM thereafter

� Or if an alternative protocol is agreed that correlates to full 
treatment – e.g. validated residence time, temperature etc.

� Then can be counted as MSW, not BMW.

� Can only be used as landfill cover if treated to standard (or 
alternative protocol) and meeting ABP requirements.



Odour Management Plan conditions

13 landfills have upgraded odour prevention and control 

conditions

Centred around an Odour Management Plan, to include:

� prevention – identification and management of sources

� landfill gas management

� monitoring surface VOC emissions

� covered leachate holding tanks/lagoons

� monthly ambient odour monitoring

� monthly reviews of odour control measures

� assessment of complaints

� annual review of odour management plan



Liabilities and cost of landfill 

� Consistent obligation for 

� Environmental Liabilities Risk Assessment

� Financial provision to cover any and all liabilities (operational, closure 

and aftercare)

� Cost of landfill (construction, operation, closure, aftercare for at least 

30 years) to be covered by gate fee



The process from now …



Objections

� Objection period is open as normal until 15 November 2009

� Objections will be considered as normal 

� Final decisions will issue


