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What is                                       ? 

• Umbrella body for rivers trusts in England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland 

• Member-led 

• Technical Support 

• Knowledge share 

• National representation 

• Coordinated funding bids 

 

• Team spread across UK & RoI 

http://rafts.org.uk/
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What are Rivers Trusts? 

Charities established to 
look after a whole river 
catchment or area with 

a number of 
waterbodies 

A grassroots 

“bottom up” 

movement 

 Identifying new funding 

sources and redirecting 

existing funds to be more 

effective 

Empowering People 

Partnership Working 

‘wet feet’ 
organisations 
not lobbying 
organisations 

Recognised as 
river basin based 

deliverers 
 

Contributing to 
local and EU 
Objectives 

 

Catchment-based 
approach 

Evidence-based 
action 

Partnership 
working 
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Local action…national impact 
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Northern Ireland 
Ballinderry Rivers Trust 
Six Mile Water Trust 
Maine Rivers Trust 
River Blackwater Catchment Trust (x 
border) 
Lagan Rivers Trust 
Dibney River Conservation Trust 
Strule Tributaries and Rivers Trust 
Erne Rivers Trust (x border) 
 
 
Republic of Ireland 
Slaney Rivers Trust 
Blackwater Rivers Trust 
Nore Suir Rivers Trust 
 
Inishowen Rivers Trust 
Maigue Rivers Trust 
Waterville Lakes and Rivers Trust 
 
Fane interest groups 

Purpose 
1. To conserve, protect, rehabilitate and improve 
2. To advance the education of the public 
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Benefits of forming a river trust  
 
• Catchment-wide benefits by targeting local problems 
 
• Raising awareness and providing education 
 
• Engaging people who own and manage the resource e.g. 

Landowners, farmers recreational users, local government etc 
 
• Able to apply innovative and locally specific solutions to local 

problems 
 
• Charitable status opening doors for funding 
 
• Identifying new funding sources and redirecting existing funds to 

be more effective 
 
• Becoming part of a wider network of trusts providing shared 

advice and support 
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The role of The Rivers Trust  
across the island of Ireland 

• Director All-Ireland – Mark Horton 

• Funding 
– RoI by Dept. for Environment, Community and Local Government 

– NI by Dept. Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (former DoE) 

• Works as part of The Rivers Trust team 

 

I can help with: 

• Start-up advice and support 

• Documentation (Document templates etc) 
– Northern Ireland 

– Republic of Ireland 

• Technical support 

• Routes into national networks (stakeholder groups) 

• Help with employment, governance etc 

• Regular news, meetings and seminars 

 

Contact 
Mark Horton 
 
The Rivers Trust 
c/o Ballinderry Rivers Trust 
231a Orritor Road 
Cookstown 
Co. Tyrone 
BT80 9NB 
Northern Ireland 
 
Tel: 028 867 61515 
E-mail: mark@theriverstrust.org 
 
“I am happy to come and meet 

with your club or group to talk 
about forming a trust in your 
river catchment” 

mailto:mark@theriverstrust.org
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THE WORK OF RIVERS TRUSTS 
ACROSS IRELAND 

A snapshot  
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EVIDENCE GATHERING AND 
PROJECT PLANNING 
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Fisheries 
Assessments 
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Conservation Status Condition 
Assessments 
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Identifying Pressures and Impacts 
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Evidence in the Community 
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 
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Fisheries Habitat Improvement  
Knickeen River – Slaney Rivers Trust 
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River Corridor 

Slaney Rivers Trust 
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Invasive Plant 
Control 
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Overcoming obstacles to fish migration 
Boland’s Weir fish passage project 

Funded by Kilkenny Anglers Association 

Photos ©JohnC 
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MONITORING AND IMPROVING 
WATER QUALITY 
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Riverflies and water quality 
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Understanding a complex world 

• Stoneflies 
– Plecoptera 
– 34 species 

• Mayflies 
– Ephemeroptera 
– 51 species 

• Caddisflies 
– Trichoptera 
– 199 species 

• Freshwater 
shrimp 
– Gammarus 
– Native and non-

native 
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Riverfly Monitoring Initiative 
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RMI in Action 

Trust OR 
Statutory 
Agency 
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EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
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The great outdoors 
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Hatchery in the Classroom 
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How do we make all 
this happen? 

• Formation of a trust creates a focus 
for activity 

• Fundraising 
– Pursuing grant aid opportunities 
– Fund raiser events and membership 
– Corporate sponsorship 

• Creating and supporting volunteer 
opportunities 

• Providing training to the public 
• Working in partnership with others 

to deliver common aims 
• Working together 
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International funding 

INTERREG VA Project 
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Source to Tap (proposed Interreg VA project) 

• Derg catchment (369 km2) – County’s Tyrone and 
Donegal, 

• Erne catchment (2470km2), Co Donegal, 
Fermanagh, Tyrone, Leitrim, Cavan and 
Monaghan 

• MCPA (pesticide)/colouration/turbidity problems – 
identified as a risk in Drinking Water Safety Plans  

• Aim - to deliver a Sustainable Catchment Area 
Plan (SCAMP) to help secure safe drinking water 
sources and it will contribute to improvements in 
cross border raw water quality (WFD). 

• Changing land use practices through 
demonstration, education and community 
engagement. 

• Cross-border Land Incentive Scheme (€1.02m) 
– Over a 20 year period South West Water have assessed 

approximate savings of £65 in treatment costs for every £1 
spent on Catchment Management. 
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www.theriverstrusts.org.uk 

The Rivers Trust 

c/o Ballinderry Rivers Trust 

231a Orritor Road 

Cookstown 

Co. Tyrone 

BT80 9NB 

Northern Ireland 

 

Tel (from UK): 028 867 61515 

Tel (from RoI): 00 44 28 867 61515 

E-mail: mark@theriverstrust.org 


