Agriculture & Water,
a personal perspective

Harold Kingston, farmer

EPA Water Event 8-6-2016




Agriculture & water,
a personal perspective

“Despite all our achievements we owe our
existence to a six-inch layer of topsoil and
the fact that it rains”

- Farm equipment association of Minnesota and
South Dakota
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Farm Location




Importance of water

Water use




Water use




Water use - agriculture




Water use - dairy




Water use - dairy




Water protection




Water protection
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Water protection - flooding
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Water protection
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Water protection - legislation




Water protection — legislation

ient management plan”
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3 Cut + Grazing

Grazing




Water protection — legislation

Nutrient management plan”
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Water protection - legislation
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Water protection - legislation
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Water protection - legislation

Problems
*Focus
*Inflexible
*Cost
*Time
*Experts

Benefits

*Focus
*Certainty
*Value
*Protection
*Experts



Experts
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Working together from source to sea
- science to action

THIS IS GLOBAL WARMING |\g
weather e ; ‘
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TO: THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, HERITAGE AND
THE GAELTACHT, HEATHER HUMPHREYS TD

NO TO MORE SLASH AND
BURN!

It's not a requirement b You are nOt an

to eat animals, we

just choose to do eHVironmentaIist

it, so it becomes a

et e PaAnG i J& if you eat meat.
s

Impact on the planet,

- »';" E -
using Up Fesolice ‘ g Factory farming pollutes
and destroying the S 2 !
blosphere. \ more than a" other
industrial sources

combined.

James Cameron



Water stress

\' \% -cereal crop productivity
sy “ymy -livestock productivity

Increased (blue) or decreased (red):

International productivity
trends by 2050 (UNFAQ)




Agriculture & water
— a personal perspective

Conclusions

°Wat$,r needs to be protected
Water.needs tobe used .responsm,ly
. *More experts than |mplementers
*Agriculture — a solution
~*Food production




mart Farming

Improve Farm Returns with Better
Resource Management

Voluntary on-farm resource efficiency
Initiative

www.smartfarming.ie www.ifa.ie



Thank you
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www.farmersjournal.ie/journalists/hkingston/haroldkingston



