
Food Manufacturing Measurement Protocol

 Low confidence in data
 Range: 400,000 and 900,000 tonnes 
 Lack of consistency
 Need more info and improved granularity
 EPA standard measurement protocol for food 

and drink sector
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Benefits to business

 Measure & identify potentially preventable waste
 Move unavoidable waste up the hierarchy & potentially valorize
 Evaluation of opportunities & monitoring progress
 Continuous improvement
 Save money and reduce waste bills
 Address customer demands for sustainable food sources and 

reduced carbon impacts
 Sectoral benchmarks to assess performance



What next?
 Need to ensure methodology is usable and useful!
 Piloting methodology in seafood sector, bakery & prepared foods

National programme:
 Improved data, including sectoral benchmarks & indicators
 Increase business commitment 
 Resources and sectoral guidance on food waste prevention
 Monitoring progress towards targets
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 https://foodwastecharter.ie/
 Resources section for report, fact sheets, guidance

 https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/circular-economy/food-
waste/
 EPA website, general info, policy developments, events

 https://stopfoodwaste.ie
 consumer-facing campaign

 Get involved? 
 Odile Le Bolloch o.lebolloch@epa.ie
 Helen Searson h.searson@epa.ie

Further information
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