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Preventing Food Waste

SDG 12.3: “By 2030, halve per capita global 

food waste at the retail and consumer levels 

and reduce food losses along production and 

supply chains, including post-harvest losses”
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Policy

 EU Green Deal, Circular Economy 
Action Plan, Farm to Fork, Waste 
Framework Directive

 Reporting on FW by Member States

 Food Waste Prevention Programme

 National: Circular Economy Bill, 
Waste Action Plan, Circular Economy 
Strategy, Climate Action Plan, 
FoodVision 2030, Ag Climatise
 National Food Waste Prevention Roadmap 
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Source: EPA  https://www.epa.ie/publications/circular-economy/resources/nature-and-extent-of-food-waste-in-ireland.php
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 Implemented through NWPP (=> Circular Economy programme)

 Supply chain & hospitality: 

 activities to drive change across retail, distribution, processing and 

manufacturing and reduce food waste in hospitality & food service 

 3 year strategy for food waste in business sectors:
 Food waste in business is quantified, sectoral benchmarks and indicators 

established

 Increased business commitment to reducing food waste

 25% reduction in retail and supply chain

 30% reduction in hospitality and food service sector

EPA Food Waste Prevention Programme
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Building knowledge to waste less – data and insights

 National Waste data (nature and extent of food waste)

 Sectoral studies (e.g. waste characterisation, commercial food waste, primary 

production, processing and manufacturing)

 Commercial food waste 2019 – sector specific information, improved granularity, 

benchmarks

 Efficient Food 2021 – nature and extent of FLW in primary production

 Research (link to carbon emissions, technology solutions, market development, e.g. 

Green Enterprise)

 International collaboration (EU Platform, EU research, e.g. Refresh, Fusions)
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 Need to improve data granularity

 Build capacity for consistent measurement

 Standard measurement protocol 

 Forum on Food Waste 

 Discussing & working together for solutions

 Demonstration of good practice sectoral fact sheets

 Industry commitment

 Measure, reduce, report & setting targets

 Voluntary agreement, e.g. Food Waste Charter

 Resources & support

 Supply chain approach to data & actions (retail, distribution, processing, manufacturing

Data and Insights – food supply chain
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Data and Insights – Irish Grocery Retail sector 2019

Source: Retail Action Group on Food Waste
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https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/circular-economy/circular-and-sustainable-

sectors/sectoral-sustainability/hospitality/

Sectoral resources – hospitality factsheets & guidance
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Data and Insights – consumer behavioural insights 2020
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 https://foodwastecharter.ie/

 Resources section for report, fact sheets, guidance

 https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/circular-economy/food-
waste/

 EPA website, general info, policy developments, events

 https://stopfoodwaste.ie

 consumer-facing campaign

 Get involved? email: Odile Le Bolloch o.lebolloch@epa.ie

Further information

https://foodwastecharter.ie/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/circular-economy/food-waste/
https://stopfoodwaste.ie/
mailto:o.lebolloch@epa.ie
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Towards 2030…

 Complex policy environment

 A lot of work to do!

 Action must be linked to consistent measurement

 Data and evidence to support action

 Highlight good practice to build capacity

 National Roadmap to pull it all together

 Change in business and across society


