AC 65
The 8th meeting of the 6th EPA Advisory Committee was held on Thursday 11th December 2014, in ORP Offices, Clonskeagh Square, Dublin 14.
Members Present:
Laura Burke(Chair); Elizabeth Delahunty; John Sheahan; David Ball; Elaine Nevin; Sharon McGuinness; Pat Farrell.
In attendance:
Dara Lynott & Ann McGarry.
Apology:
Áine Ryall; Deirdre Lyons; John Cuddihy; Martin Hogan; Colin O’Dowd. 
Secretary:

Tom O Reilly
1.
Introductions
The Chairperson welcomed the Advisory Committee to the Office of Radiological Protection, formally the RPII for their 8th meeting and thanked everyone for travelling.
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 4 September 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 September 2014 were approved. 
3.
Approval of the Agenda
The adoption of the Agenda was approved.  
4.
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
5.
Emerging Issues
Laura Burke advised the Committee that a combined budget for the merged organisation has been submitted to the Department.  The Agency has requested approximately €20m from the Environmental Fund and €35m from Exchequer funding.  Laura informed the Committee that the Agency has been given a combined ECF allocation of 353 for the merged EPA & RPII organisation in 2015, although clarification will be sought from the Department regarding the future status of the Employment Control Framework.  Laura informed the Committee that all sanctioned posts had been filled and recruitment to fill consequential posts was on-going.  Following a question from a Committee member, Laura informed the group that the Agency has and continues to participate in the JobBridge Intern scheme, however the level of interest in the scheme by potential interns has declined.   The Committee were informed that work has commenced on a new Strategy for the Organisation.  It was noted that the Agency’s current Organisational Strategy runs to the end of 2015 and that it is proposed to have the new Strategy finalised before December 2015.  The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Agency had received a request to attend a Joint Oireachtas Committee Meeting on 4 November 2014 to discuss the Role and Responsibilities of the Agency and the Monitoring and Enforcement of Licenses at Industrial Facilities.   Laura informed the Committee that during the meeting a wide range of topics were discussed including Irish Water, Enforcement & Radiological Protection.  Finally, the Chairperson briefly outlined upcoming reports being published and events being organised by the EPA.  


6.
Office of Radiological Protection (ORP)
(i) Overview of the work of the Office of Radiological Protection 

Dr Ann McGarry, Director of the Office of Radiological Protection, gave an overview of the work carried out by the Office including detailed information on:

· Exposure to radiation of people living in Ireland

· How the work of the Office delivers on the EPA’s Mission Statement

· Regulation of man-made radiation sources

· Radiation Monitoring and dose assessment

· Emergency Preparedness for Nuclear Accidents

· Exposure to radon

(ii) Discussion
There was detailed discussion by the Committee following the presentation of the work of the ORP.  One Committee member queried the cost of obtaining a licence from the ORP.  Dr McGarry informed the Committee that the cost of a licence is set by law and varies from approximately €300 to approximately €1,500.  Other Committee members queried Ann about the potential harmful health effects of Radon in the home.   One Committee member further queried the disposal of Radioactive Waste in Ireland, in response Ann outlined the national and internationally agreed approach to Radioactive waste disposal. 

7.
Role of the Advisory committee and Section 28 of the EPA Act

Laura Burke commenced the discussion on this topic by first providing an overview of the role of the Advisory Committee as set out in legislation.  There was detailed discussion by the Committee on the topic of the current and future role of the Committee.  During the discussion it was agreed that formal recommendations agreed during the meetings would be noted in the minutes.  The following items were also agreed:
· The Committee would be sent a copy of the EPA 2015 Work Programme and Key Performance Indicators following its redraft to incorporate the comments of the EPA Board;

· The EPA Discussion Paper on Anaerobic Digestion would be circulated to the Committee;
· A list of all upcoming EPA Conferences and Events would be circuited to the Committee on a quarterly basis;

· The Committee would be consulted on Standards, Guidelines and Codes of Practice as they are developed by the Agency;

· The Committee would be included in the circulation of the EPA Newsletter;

· The Committee should review the proposal and all potential topics for a note to the Minister;
· The Committee should consider including a section of the EPA’s website providing background information about each of the Committee members.
Following the discussion, Laura proposed that this topic be discussed further at the next meeting of the Committee and it was agreed that today’s discussion should help focus the structure of the discussion at the next meeting.  
8.
 Any Other Business
(i) Meeting Dates for 2015
The dates proposed for Advisory Committee meeting in 2015 were as follows;

· Friday, 20th March 2015 
· Thursday, 18th June 2015 

· Thursday, 17th September 2015 

· Thursday, 10th December 2015 
(ii)  Topics for discussion 
The Topics to be discussed at the next meeting on 20 March 2015 are as follows;

· Role of the Advisory Committee and Section 28 of the EPA Act.

· Presentation by Elaine Nevin on the topic of Education for Sustainability
This concluded the business of the meeting.
