Water Abstraction Licence Applicants – Newspaper Notice Guidance
The Water Environment (Abstractions and Associated Impoundments) Act 2022 (the “Principal Act”) requires an applicant to publish notice of the application in the prescribed form.

Regulation 26 of S.I. No. 419/2024 - Water Environment (Abstractions and Associated Impoundments) Regulations 2024 prescribes required content of a newspaper notice. A newspaper notice must comply with the following, as appropriate.

	26. A notice published in a newspaper pursuant to Regulation 25(1) shall contain as a heading the words “APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR A LICENCE”, or “APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR THE REVIEW OF CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO A LICENCE”, as the case may be, and shall—
(a) give the name and address of the applicant,
(b) state the location or postal address (including, where appropriate, the name of the townland or townlands) to which the application relates,
[bookmark: _Hlk189824541](c) specify the daily rate of the proposed abstraction,
(d) where the application is required to be accompanied by an EIA report in accordance with Regulation 31—
(i) state that such a statement shall be submitted to the Agency with the application, and
(ii) state that—
(I) the EIA report is submitted to the Agency in accordance with section 23, 31 or 40 of the Principal Act,
(II) any information provided to the Agency under section 26, 34, or 43 of the Principal Act,
(III) any opinion issued by the Agency under section 23(3) of the Principal Act on the scope of the EIA report, and
(IV) any further information, including reports and advice, relating to the EIA as may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be made available on a website maintained by the Agency and at the headquarters of the Agency relating to the effects on the environment of the emissions from the activity which may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be available at the headquarters of the Agency, and
(iii) where planning permission is required, indicate—
(I) the name of the planning authority to which a copy of the EIA report has been submitted, and
(II) that submissions may be made to the Agency in writing in relation to the likely effects on the environment of the proposed activity within the period specified by the Agency on a website maintained by it, and
(e) state that a copy of the application for the licence may be inspected on a website maintained by the Agency or inspected at, or obtained from, the headquarters of the Agency as soon as is practicable after the receipt by the Agency of the application for the licence.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The applicant must publish a notice of their application in a newspaper circulating in the district in which the abstraction is, or shall be, situated within the period of 2 weeks before the date of the making of an application for a licence or the review of conditions attached to a licence to the Agency. It is acceptable to publish the notice in a local newspaper or a national newspaper.

The Agency considers that a newspaper notice should state that submissions may be made in writing to the Agency in relation to the water abstraction licence application.

[bookmark: _Hlk188431541]For licence applications requiring retrospective EIA or screening for retrospective EIA, Regulation 38(4) of S.I. No. 419/2024 states: “A notice under this Regulation shall specify that a retrospective EIA report has been submitted to the Agency as part of the application, or that any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for a retrospective EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application.”

For a combined licence application, requiring retrospective EIA or screening for retrospective EIA, Regulation 44(3) of S.I. No. 419/2024 states:
“A notice under this Regulation shall specify the following:
(a) that in respect of the existing part of the abstraction a retrospective EIA report has been submitted to the Agency as part of the application, or that any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for a retrospective EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application;
(b) that in respect of the proposed part of the abstraction, that an EIA report has been submitted to the Agency as part of the application, or that any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for an EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application.”

[bookmark: _Hlk187928416]In addition to the foregoing, Regulation 24(c) of S.I. No. 419/2024 requires the applicant to “state that the information at Regulation 25(3) shall be submitted to the EIA portal, or where an application relates to an abstraction of a class referred to in section 21(3)(b) of the Principal Act, shall submit such information pending a screening determination carried out by the Agency.”

[bookmark: _Hlk188432212][bookmark: _Hlk188432200]Newspaper notice template for an application under Section 21, 29 and 37
To assist applicants, a newspaper notice template is provided below.
Text in grey font colour should be replaced with text specific to the application / amended as required.
Explanatory text in red font colour should be deleted from the final newspaper notice.
Please select the paragraphs relevant to your application and omit any text that is not applicable.






APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR A LICENCE or APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR THE REVIEW OF CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO A LICENCE (Insert applicable heading)

Insert Name and Address of the Applicant(s) intends to apply to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a Water Abstraction licence or the review of conditions attached to a Water Abstraction licence (delete as appropriate) for the abstraction and associated impoundment (delete if not applicable) at insert location or postal address (including, where appropriate, the name of the townland or townlands). 

[bookmark: _Hlk187931036]The daily rate of the proposed abstraction is insert volume cubic metres in any 24-hour period.

Section 21 application - Where an application under section 21 is required to be accompanied by an EIA report in accordance with Regulation 31, insert the following:
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report shall be submitted to the Agency with the application.
The EIA Report is submitted to the Agency in accordance with section 23 of the Principal Act, any information provided to the Agency under section 26 of the Principal Act, any opinion issued by the Agency under section 23(3) of the Principal Act on the scope of the EIA report, and any further information, including reports and advice, relating to the EIA as may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be made available on the Agency’s website, (www.epa.ie), and at the headquarters of the Agency.
Any further information relating to the effects on the environment of the emissions from the activity which may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be available at the headquarters of the Agency.

Where planning permission and EIAR is required, insert the following:
A copy of the EIA report has been submitted to Insert Name of Planning Authority.

Where an application relates to an abstraction of a class referred to in section 21(3)(a) of the Principal Act insert:
Application information shall be submitted to the EIA portal.

Where an application relates to an abstraction of a class referred to in section 21(3)(b) of the Principal Act insert:
Application information shall be submitted to the EIA portal pending a screening determination carried out by the Agency.


Section 29 application - Where an application under section 29 is required to be accompanied by a retrospective EIA report in accordance with Regulation 31, insert the following:
A retrospective Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report shall be submitted to the Agency with the application.
The retrospective EIA Report is submitted to the Agency in accordance with section 31 of the Principal Act, any information provided to the Agency under section 34 of the Principal Act, any opinion issued by the Agency under section 23(3) of the Principal Act on the scope of the retrospective EIA report, and any further information, including reports and advice, relating to the retrospective EIA as may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be made available on the Agency’s website, (www.epa.ie), and at the headquarters of the Agency.
Any further information relating to the effects on the environment of the emissions from the activity which may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be available at the headquarters of the Agency.

Where an application under section 29 is not accompanied by a retrospective EIA report, insert the following:
Any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for a retrospective EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application.

Section 37 application - Where a combined application under section 37 is required to be accompanied by an EIA report and a retrospective EIA report in accordance with Regulation 31, insert the following:
In respect of the existing part of the abstraction, a retrospective Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application and in respect of the proposed part of the abstraction, an EIA report shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application.
The EIA report and the retrospective EIA Report are submitted to the Agency in accordance with section 40 of the Principal Act, any information provided to the Agency under section 43 of the Principal Act, any opinion issued by the Agency under section 23(3) of the Principal Act on the scope of the EIA report and/or the retrospective EIA report, and any further information, including reports and advice, relating to the EIA and/or the retrospective EIA as may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be made available on the Agency’s website, (www.epa.ie), and at the headquarters of the Agency.
Any further information relating to the effects on the environment of the emissions from the activity which may be furnished to the Agency in the course of the Agency’s consideration of the application, shall be available at the headquarters of the Agency.

Where planning permission and EIAR is required, insert the following:
A copy of the EIA report has been submitted to Insert Name of Planning Authority.

For a combined licence application under section 37 not accompanied by an EIAR and a retrospective EIAR insert: 
In respect of the existing part of the abstraction, any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for a retrospective EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application and in respect of the proposed part of the abstraction, any information or documentation required by the Agency to carry out a screening assessment for an EIA shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the application. 

Insert in all Newspaper Notices
Submissions may be made to the Agency in writing in relation to the likely effects on the environment of the proposed activity within the period specified on the Agency’s website, www.epa.ie.

A copy of the application for the licence may be inspected on the Agency’s website, www.epa.ie, or inspected at, or obtained from, the headquarters of the Agency (Environmental Protection Agency, P.O. Box 3000, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford, Y35 W821) as soon as is practicable after the receipt by the Agency of the application for the licence.

