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The status of protected nature in Ireland

• Article 17 and Article 12 reported in 2019 
• next update 2025



Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (BoCCI)

• 26% of the 211 species assessed on the Red List, meaning that they are of high conservation concern 

• Particularly affected are breeding waterbirds, and birds that use upland and farmland habitats
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Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) Plant Atlas for Ireland

• More than half of Irish native plant species (56%) having declined in range or abundance or both.

• Many of the habitats that Irish wild plants depend on have been removed or altered by farming and forestry 
since the 1950s.

• Re-seeding, over-fertilising, nitrogen deposition, herbicides, drainage and changes in grazing pressure

The status of biodiversity in Ireland – what we know
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The status of biodiversity in Ireland – what we know

It is estimated that our island has at least 31,000 species.
Only 10% (~3,000) of these have had their conservation status assessed.

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List assessments of species completed up to 2020; 
• 433 (14%) are threatened with extinction
• 273 (9%) are near threatened with extinction
• 82 (3%) species assessed are now extinct 



Threats to nature and biodiversity

5 main threats

Land use change
Over-exploitation

Pollution
Invasive alien species

Climate change  



Land cover and land 
use change

Changes to, and intensification of, land 

• the loss, removal or neglect of hedgerows, 
stone walls, rough grass areas, ponds, 
wetlands and scrub.

• while practices such as land drainage and 
fertiliser and pesticide application although 
local in extent, reduce space for nature

Fragmentation of ‘wild’ spaces 

• loss of habitats reduces the space and 
connectivity needed for viable and 
sustainable species populations

 e.g barriers in rivers



Over-exploitation

• A major driver of nature and biodiversity loss

• Peat harvesting

• The Irish Peatland Conservation Council 
estimates 77% loss in peatland habitat

• Land exploitation

• Fluet-Chouinard et al. (2023) estimated 
that Ireland had lost up to 90% of its 
wetlands (peatlands included) since 1700

• Marine fish stocks

• Declines in spawning stock biomass, 
which is directly attributable to 
overexploitation in the 1970s, 1980s and 
1990s.

Fluet-Chouinard, E., et al., 2023. Nature 614: 281-286. doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05572-6 



Pollution
Air pollution & Water pollution 

• Deposition has consequences for associated sensitive species and biodiversity, namely our 
butterflies, bees, other insects and birds. 

• The loss of high-quality habitat, e.g., unpolluted rivers

• plants, invertebrates, fish and birds.



Alien Invasive Species 
[& pathogens]

These non-native pest species can have a negative 
impact on our:

• Economy – €400 billion globally (2019)
• Native wildlife – competition 
• Habitats – space for natives 



Climate Change

2000-2003 2023

• Geographical range of many of our native species likely to change

• Further aid the spread of invasive species and the associated 
negative consequences of native species’ decline

• Increase habitat degradation and fragmentation
• Increase the intensity, magnitude and frequency of fires, 

floods, storms and periods of drought

The UN estimates that 8-41% of species are at risk of losing half their 
habitat owing to increasing temperatures.

Emperor dragonfly - Anax imperator



Global and 
European 

policies, plans 
and 

programmes 
for nature



National Policy and Action

• The plan is an all-of-government document and sets out the national
agenda for protecting and restoring biodiversity for the
period 2023-2030. 

• Key objectives in the plan include:
• adopt a whole-of-government, whole-of-society approach to biodiversity

• meet urgent conservation and restoration needs 

• secure nature’s contribution to people

• enhance the evidence base for action on biodiversity

•  strengthen Ireland’s contribution to international biodiversity initiatives

The objectives are underpinned by 194 actions supported by indicators. 

The plan also takes account of EU and international biodiversity strategies 
and policies and relevant national policies.



Action plans for nature

• Expansion of Ireland’s national parks

• All-Ireland Pollinator Plans 2015-2020 and 2021-2025

• EU LIFE projects, e.g.,
• Corncrake LIFE project
• Kerry LIFE Freshwater Pearl Mussel 

• European Innovation Partnerships

• Local authority biodiversity officer programme

• Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme

• Peatlands Climate Action Scheme

• Business for Biodiversity Ireland

• National Biodiversity Data Centre & citizen science

• Forestry Programme

• …and many more

Objectives of Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan



Implementation is key

• Highest number of corncrake territories (233) recorded 
this year in 25 years, up 45% since 2018

• The Corncrake LIFE project areas have recorded a 35% 
increase in birds since it began in 2021

• The involvement of the farming community is key to 
success, with 250 farmers and landowners now managing 
close to 1500 hectare of lands for corncrakes

• Despite increases the birds remain vulnerable and at risk.

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e6e1e-minister-noonan-welcomes-corncrake-survey-data-and-praises-landowners-for-their-continued-effort-to-restore-the-species/ 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e6e1e-minister-noonan-welcomes-corncrake-survey-data-and-praises-landowners-for-their-continued-effort-to-restore-the-species/




Acknowledgements 

• Co-authors

• National Parks and Wildlife Service

• EPA SOE Team

• Birdwatch Ireland & RSPB NI, esp. Gillian Gilbert

• Liam Lysaght and Dave Wall (National Biodiversity Data Centre)

• Dr Jan-Robert Baars (UCD)


	Protecting Our Environment:��Nature
	Slide 2 
	National Biodiversity Emergency��National Citizens’ Assembly�on Biodiversity Loss ��– 159 recommendations��‘states failure to address biodiversity loss, particularly with the lack of implementation and enforcement of national biodiversity legislation’ 
	The status of protected nature in Ireland
	The status of biodiversity in Ireland – what we know
	The status of biodiversity in Ireland – what we know
	Threats to nature and biodiversity
	Land cover and land use change
	Over-exploitation
	Pollution
	Alien Invasive Species �[& pathogens]
	Climate Change
	Global and European policies, plans and programmes for nature
	National Policy and Action
	Action plans for nature
	Implementation is key
	Slide 17 
	Acknowledgements 

