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Marine waters assessment
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The ecological status of transitional and coastal waters
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Both the plants and animals 
(biological communities) as well as 
chemical measurements in each 
water body are monitored. The 
biological communities include: 

• tiny free-floating plants 
(phytoplankton), 

• animals without a backbone living  
in the bottom muds (benthic  
invertebrates), 

• fish, 
• opportunistic seaweeds (seaweeds  

that grow very quickly when  
environmental conditions suit  
causing large accumulations of  

plant matter, for example sea  
lettuce), 

• rocky shore seaweeds, 
• seagrass (the only true marine  

plant found in Irish waters); and 
• saltmarsh – (a community of salt  

tolerant plants that form a band  
along the upper tidal limit of  
water bodies).

The assessment also measures: 
• dissolved oxygen, and
• nutrients, including nitrogen and  

phosphorus, and
• specific chemical pollutants. 
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Percentages do not add to 100% due to rounding.
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