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Overview  
 
Recorded rainfall was above the long-term average for all stations in July. Valentia observatory, Co 
Kerry, recorded its wettest July since 2009 and the its wettest July day since records began in 1940. 
During July, most rivers were above their long-term monthly average flow, with 56% recording flows 
above normal for this time of year. Higher rainfall across the country, particularly in the west and 
northwest, allowed rivers to recover to normal or above normal flows for July apart from some 
rivers in the south east. Lake and groundwater levels also rose across the country with 93% of the 
monitored lakes and 60% of groundwater monitoring wells indicating normal or above normal 
levels for July.  

Rainfall  
 
All rainfall totals were above their Long-Term Average (LTA) for the month. Percentage of rainfall 
values ranged from 116% (the month's lowest monthly rainfall total of 73.2 mm) at Roche's Point, 
Co Cork to 216 % (the month's highest monthly rainfall total of 214.0 mm) at Valentia observatory, 
Co Kerry (its wettest July since 2009). The month's wettest day was also recorded at Valentia 
Observatory, Co Kerry with 54.5 mm on Wednesday the 29th (its wettest July day since 1940). The 
number of rain days ranged from 14 days at Sherkin Island, Co Cork to 28 days at Markree, Co Sligo. 
The number of wet days ranged from 11 days at Roche's Point, Co Cork to 22 days at Finner, Co 
Donegal. The number of very wet days ranged from 1 day at Oak Park, Co Carlow to 9 days at both 
Athenry, Co Galway and Valentia Observatory, Co Kerry. Along with Valentia Observatory, three 
other stations recorded rainfall above 200% of their July LTA. These included Dunsany, Co Meath 
with 130.9 mm (213% of its LTA) (its wettest July since 2010), Athenry, Co Galway with 174.3 mm 
(202% of its LTA) (its wettest July since 2010) and Casement Aerodrome, Co Dublin with 114.4 mm 
(211% of its LTA) (its wettest July since 2007). 
 
Source: https://www.met.ie/climate/past-weather-statements  

River Flows  
 
Increased rainfall across the country in July meant most rivers recovered during the month. Only a 
small number of rivers, mainly in the south east are still below normal or particularly low for this 
time of year. Rivers in the west and north west especially are above normal or particularly high.  
 
Flows at 167 river monitoring sites were compared to an analysis of historic July average flows; 45 
(27%) were classed as particularly high, 49 (29%) as above normal, 57 (34%) were classed as normal, 
12 (7%) below normal and 4 (2%) sites as particularly low (less than the July 95th percentile flow). 
 

 

https://www.met.ie/climate/past-weather-statements
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Lake Levels  
 
Lake levels increased at 95% of lakes monitored compared to June levels. July lake levels were 
classified as particularly high at 23 (53%) lakes, above normal at 7 (16%), normal at 10 (23%), below 
normal at 2 (5%) and particularly low for this time of year at just one lake, Lough Skeagh in 
Monaghan. 
 
Lough Skeagh is the source of the Bailieborough Public Water Supply Scheme and July lake levels 
are the lowest recorded since records began in 1975. 

Groundwater Levels  
 
Groundwater levels increased since June at 56% of monitoring wells monitored, mainly in the north 
west, west and south west of the country while levels decreased in the east and south east. July 
groundwater levels were classified as normal at 29 (60%) of monitoring wells, below normal at 14 
wells (29%) and particularly low at 5 monitoring wells analysed.  
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Rainfall 

 
Figure 1:Rainfall map for Ireland July 2020 (Source: Met Eireann.ie) 

 

 
Figure 2: Summary of rainfall at synoptic stations July 2020, figures indicate the percentage difference from the Long-Term Average 
rainfall for July.  (Source: Met Eireann.ie) 
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River Flows 

 
Figure 3:  Monthly average river flows for July 2020 relative to historic monthly average flows expressed as percentile of the long-
term values of monthly flow. Numbered sites are represented in the hydrographs below. All data are provisional and may be subject 
to revision. (Source: EPA, OPW). 
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Figure 4: July 2020 average flows as a percentage of the long-term monthly average flow for July at a selected number of stations.  
All data are provisional and may be subject to revision. (Source: EPA, OPW) 

Flow Hydrographs for selected Rivers 
 

 
 

 

  
  
  
 
 

 



 

 
    
www.epa.ie 

6 

Monthly Hydrology Bulletin: Edition 003: July 2020 

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
 
 

 


















