
Impact of updated Radon 

Risk Maps for Ireland 

Andy Fanning

National Radon Forum

26rd May 2022



Thanks

▪ Trinity College Dublin

▪ Geological Survey of Ireland

▪ Economic and Social Research Institute

▪ My own colleagues in EPA



Radiation Dose to Irish Population



Radon, Ireland and the International Context



Awareness and Attitudes

◼ 15% of population 

concerned about 

Radon

1149 Respondents 



◼ 8 out of 10 Irish adults (82%) have heard of radon

◼ Of those aware, 1 in 4 (25%) are concerned about the 

presence of radon gas in their home and 

◼ Two thirds (66%) are unlikely to have their home 

tested for radon gas –

◼ The main reason why they are unlikely to have their 

home tested is thinking their home is ‘unaffected 

by radon gas’

Awareness and Attitudes



Change

Estimated no. of homes 

above reference level

Estimated population in 

homes above reference level

Pre-existing map 126,000 349,000

Updated map 170,000 470,000



Change



▪ 9% more High Radon 

Area in Ireland

▪ Half a million citizens 

living in High Radon 

Area 

▪ Growing population in 

Ireland

Impact



Impact 

• All counties contain High Radon Areas

• 18 Counties have more High Radon Area based 

on updated maps

• Counties with most High Radon Area: 

◼ Waterford 83%

◼ Carlow 70%

◼ Cork 62%

◼ Kerry 50%

◼ Kilkenny 50%

◼ Tipperary 47%



◼ Effective from 

Today



Impact ?

◼1 in 5 homes in this area are likely to 

have High Radon

◼1 in 10 homes in this area are likely to 

have High Radon in High Risk Areas

◼1 in 20 homes in this area likely to have 

High Radon in Low Risk Areas



Impact of the new Maps

▪ More people in High Radon Areas

▪ More businesses in High Radon Areas

▪ With a growing population the population at high risk will 

grow. 

▪ EPA will continually promote with all audiences

▪ use of map “Much better functionality and resolution”. 

▪ testing for radon in all areas

▪ for remediation where needed

Nationally and more locally (with a focus on change 

map)



Impact of the new Maps

▪ Impact of the maps is dependent on all of 

us in this room and all parties to the 

National Radon Control Strategy 

Coordination Group

▪ So, Please please please…

▪ engage with your own audiences, 

circulate social media and advocate 

for testing and remediation. 



MORE INFORMATION ON RADON ON WWW.RADON.IE

http://www.radon.ie/

