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The Driving Force for Ireland’s Move to a Circular Economy




How the Household Waste Data was collected %pa G

The EPA studies the type of waste placed in household, business and school
bins every four years. Household and commercial bins are collected from
around the country and are sorted, by hand, into the different types of waste

(e.g., food, plastic, paper). The results of the 2022 Household Municipal
Waste Characterisation are summarised in this booklet. Further detailed
information on the municipal waste characterisation is available on the EPA
Waste Statistics webpage.

@ Household Waste

. The waste samples were sourced
Collection Centres

surveyed ° from 12 companies at 17 waste
Representative collection centres nationwide.
socioeconomic
group The samples were from areas
representative of the average
° socioeconomic group (CSO, 2016).
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5250

HOURS ONSITE
CHARACTERISING WASTE

50

WASTE SAMPLES
ASSESSED
from residual, recycling and
HOUSEHOLDS ON THE organic bins
COLLECTION ROUTES
SAMPLED

150,000 i@%

5

ATOTAL OF 5 TONNES OF
250 GRAB SAMPLES WERE MIXED AND WASTE WAS HAND SORTED

DIVIDED DOWN TO 50 SAMPLES EACH WASTE SAMPLE WAS 100KG INTO 81 WASTE CATEGORIES

Five target routes A 400 kg grab The grab samples Each 100kg sample All data was inputed
identified per sample, sample taken from were mixed and was sorted into 81 into waste
representative of waste each collection divided into a categories, with each characterisation
& collection types & route was stored. representative 100 weight recorded to database.
demographics. kg sample. data sheets.



https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/waste/national-waste-statistics/
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Whatis in Ireland’s General Waste Bin?

Food Waste 17%

Plastics 17%

Nappies 10%

Textiles excluding Nappies 9%

Papers 8%

Fines (<20mm) 8%
Contamination* 8%

Others 23%

*Contamination = leftover & residual food & liquids on paper,
cardboard, composites, plastic and metal materials

What should not be in the General Waste Bin

21%

of the waste in the
general waste bin

is food & garden

waste

36% of materials were
in the correct bin

24% could have been
segregated into recycling

21% could have been
segregated into the
organic waste bin

19% could have been
segregated into bring centres

Blring
Cantre
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What is in Ireland’s Recycling Bin?

Papers 23%

Cardboards 23%

Plastics 21%

Contamination* 10%

—‘ Metals 6%

J Others 17%

*Contamination = leftover & residual food & liquids on paper,
cardboard, composites, plastic and metal materials

What should not be in the Recycling Bin

Recycling
g Bin

Packaging accounts

(1)
0 55% or @@E‘%@

recycling bin

64% of
materials

were in the

15% could be segregated ——— correct bin
into general waste bin

3%* could be ,
segregated into organic
waste bin

*An additional 10% was
contamination on materials.

—

Cantre

8% could be segregated |
into bring centres
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nvironmental Protection Agency

What is in Ireland’s Organic Waste Bin?

Garden Waste 64%

Food Waste 29%
Plastics 4%

Others 3%

What should not be in the Organic Waste Bin

Z Organic.
A Waste Bin

Compostable waste

G
accounts for 95% of the @%ﬁ
#

organic waste bin.

But the organic waste

bin is qnly captl.!ring A;"
e 95% of the
materials
found
were in the
3% could be segregated correct bin

into recycling bin

1% could be segregated
into bring centres

1% could be segregated
into general waste bin
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National Profile for Kerbside Collected Household Waste

The national profile for kerbside

collected household waste* is
illustrated in this figure.

Contamination on materials

’— in the recycling bin 2%
/ Food Waste 16%

Contamination on materials in the
general waste bin 5% \\

Other 7% \

0,
Glass 2% ——~—_ Plastics 16%
Metals 4% ——~—_ [

Fines (<20mm) —
6%

National Profile

Kerbside Waste
Textiles (excl. J

nappies) 6%

7

Nappies 6%

Cardboards 6% —/

¥ Garden Waste 14%

\~ Papers 10%

* 2022 waste composition results were applied to the total
household kerbside waste collected in 2021 (the most
recent NWCPO data available).
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Overall Segregation - What is in the wrong household bin?

Where the waste is ACTUALLY going... Where the waste SHOULD be going...

General Waste Bin

64% of waste in general
waste bin should be put in
recycling or organic waste bins
or brought to bring centres.

------ %

Recycling Bin

36% of waste in recycling bin
should be put in general waste
bins or organic waste bins or

brought to bring centres.

Organic Waste Bin

5% of waste in organic bins should
be putin general waste or recycling
bins or bring centres.
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Household Waste Segregation

Where is it going? Where should it go?

Actual (2022) segregation of If household kerbside waste

household kerbside waste were segregated optimally
60

50

40

30
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What should not be in kerbside bins?

USE BRING CENTRES

Take these materials to bring

centres to ensure your waste

gets managed properly. Household appliances, Clothes, footwear
electronic toys, chargers and other textile

. and other electronic products.
Brin g products and batteries.

14 )
‘é Centre

Hazardous
A ,. - Waste 1% Jars, bottles
Bring centres' includes Civic and drinking
Amenity Sites, Recyling Centres, Bring Aerosols, garden

Banks, & WEEE recycling points chemicals, and glasses.
detergents.

Household waste changes since 2018

Overall there have been minor changes in the composition of Ireland's kerbside
household waste since 2018. These changes include:

\/' Food Waste L33 Garden Waste
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What the waste industry needs to do?

Householders need more support from industry to make waste
segregation easier.

Provide organic waste bins to all households to make food
/Z/ waste segregation easier.

Targeted awareness - Improved and more
. —L__ .
w campaigns to educate and - ‘? transparent waste collection
motivate householders S charging to incentivise and
waste to segregate food reward waste segregation
waste. and reduction.

What government needs to do?

Enforcement of the provision of organic waste bins to all houses and

[Bring) apartments.
Canfre

Improved recycling infrastructure to make it easier for householders to
use bring centres.

What householders need to do?

Put food and garden waste into organic waste bins or home compost.

a Put clean, loose & dry recyclables into the recycling bin.

Bring bulky waste, glass, textiles, batteries & electronics, and hazardous

Bring
@ .
o waste to bring centres.
Looking for more To learn more about To find a local
informationon what you can do to professional nEpnln
how to recycle? reduce foodwaste, visit: = that can Ll

mLUOSte epa repair your —
9= STOPFoodWaste.ipe sufgoto:  MYSTUFFie

8

Visit:
www.mywaste.ie



	IE000056AGR0000D07 BOOKLET AUG 2023.pdf
	Untitled
	Untitled



